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Foreword
make it up. However, there have been some personal stories
and events associated with a variety of officers and members
that have been key to the club’s development and others which
have both provoked comment and been of significant interest.
Therefore, and largely in the interests of keeping the reader
awake, these have been included.

Perhaps rather foolishly, when I discovered that little or nothing
about the development of Wheatley Golf Club had been
consigned to any kind of permanent record, I volunteered
to produce this short history. Why? Well, as we moved ever
closer to our centenary celebrations I thought it appropriate
that as much information as possible about our great golf club
should be set down in writing before that knowledge was lost.

Although we hit the centenary milestone in May 1914, in order
to ensure comprehensive coverage, these scribblings cover
events within the Club up until the end of that year. Clearly,
there is still much that will have to be added in the future;
it follows that a mythical ‘someone’ will need to keep on top of
the project. Hopefully, I have at least been able to provide
a firm foundation from which to work.

Initially, and despite some concentrated effort, I could find very
little factual information about the birth and growth of the Club.
Fortunately, following on from that early frustration and after
some fairly extensive digging, much more has come to light
from a variety of sources.
Inevitably, in dealing with the best part of 100 years of
existence, some of what I have put on paper probably has no
more provenance than educated hearsay. That said, I have tried
to check contributions as carefully as possible and, working on
the principle that ‘information’ does not become ‘intelligence’
until it comes from at least 2 verifiable sources, I have
endeavoured to ensure that all inputs received were as factual
as possible. The end result, although it will not go down in the
annals of literary brilliance, is at least better than what we had
before i.e. almost nowt!

Enjoy!

Mike Butler
December 2007

I have tried not to personalise this narrative too much. After all
it is meant to be a history of the Club not the individuals who

© Mike Butler 2007
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Chapter 1

Genesis
Lincolnshire, Brian Cooke Alderman and Mayor of Doncaster
and Brian’s youngest son - also called Brian - for the sum of
£3000. Thus began a 275 year association between the Cooke
family and Wheatley. The new hall was erected in the late
1600s in outstandingly beautiful parkland between Thorne
Road and Armthorpe Lane, close to what today is Wheatley
Hall Road. The entrance gates were situated almost opposite
Hillcrest Road with a metalled lane leading through the park
to the Hall.
A magnificent, four storey structure, it was occupied by the
Cooke family until about 1904 when the then Lord of the Manor
Sir William Henry Charles Wennyss Cooke, 10th baronet and
a future High Sheriff of the West Riding of Yorkshire, elected
to move out to his Lincolnshire home, Ranby Hall. Despite this
move, ownership of Wheatley Hall and the associated park
remained with the Cooke family.

Wheatley Hall at it’s most pristine.

Probably the earliest reference to Wheatley is in the Doomsday
Book of 1086. The entry reads: ‘In Watelage (a forest clearing
used for growing wheat derived from the words hweate
meaning wheat and leah, a wood or clearing) USLI and
RAINAULD had two manor, each containing ten borates (the
amount of land an ox could plough in a year) and a half for geld
(a tax based on land holding) where two ploughs may be.
In the same Waterlage, a berewick (a farm, particularly a corn
farm) RAGENALD had ten borates and half a land for geld.
Land to one plough’. By 1347 the spelling of Waterlage had
changed to Whetley or Whetlay and, over time and use, this
emerged as Wheatley.

Although it radiated grandeur and numbered amongst the few
truly distinguished buildings in the town, the Hall certainly had
its moments over the years. In May 1913 it was fortunate to
survive an attempt by the suffragette movement to blow it
to oblivion. The Doncaster Chronicle reported this under the
headline: ‘Suffragette Bomb Wheatley Hall the Objective’.
This leader was supported by a story telling how a group of
suffragettes had forced their way into the Hall by wrenching
off a heavy iron bar securing one set of shutters and forcing
a window on the ground floor. These ‘ladies’ then placed a
makeshift bomb under what was described as the ‘magnificent’
oak staircase and ‘liberally’ scattered copies of their literature
soaked in paraffin, around the lower floor of the building.
Fortunately, the bomb’s fuse failed; fortuitously, this saved
the Hall from being wrecked and the Cooke family from
considerable frustration and expense at the delicate hands
of what were clearly some very committed and dangerous
demonstrators. In March 1913, Sir William Cooke passed the
management of the Hall and park to a London syndicate.
In turn, they secured the services of David Milne, a local
architect and surveyor. David eventually became the club’s first
secretary but, sadly, was to fall at Gallipoli in the ‘Great War’.

Right! Having got all of that out of the way, what about
Wheatley Golf Club? Well, in the widest sense at least, the
genesis of the Club was rooted in the decision made by Sir
Henry Cooke back in 1683 to build his family seat, Wheatley
Hall, on an open tract of land between Sandall and Wheatley.
Wheatley’s first link with the Cooke family appears in 1626
when the then owner of Wheatley Manor, Thomas Mountenay,
leased it to Brian Cooke – ‘a gentleman of Doncaster’.
In 1634, the lease was sold to the Right Honourable Barnham
Lord Viscount Carlingferd for the sum of £1040. Over the next
24 years, the Manor changed hands several times until on the
9th of November 1658 it was sold to Henry Cooke of Coates
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It was Sir William’s stated intention at the time to develop
the site for industrial and housing expansion based on a garden
city concept. His early ideas were reinforced by a proposed plan
to bridge the River Don New Cut Canal at Strawberry Island;
this, combined with the building of a wharf, allowed access
to the Great Central Railway’s sidings some 120 metres away,
thereby establishing a major transport link to the Park. What
was to become of Wheatley Hall and its adjoining gardens,
amusingly described at the time as being in a ‘tract of more
or less mountainous country lying between Thorne Road and
Armthorpe Lane’, was a question at the forefront of many
people’s minds in Doncaster.

This plan included the use of the Hall as an elegant museum.
However, in May 1913 it was reported that the Corporation
had lost interest in purchasing the estate.
Fortunately, the sandy sub-soil in this part of Doncaster and
the size of the area available, made the estate ideal for the
development of a golf course. With this in mind, the decision
made in November 1913 to produce such an amenity came
as little surprise to those who had been following the turmoil
associated with the estate. A Dr Mackenzie of Leeds, an
eminent golf architect of the period, is reported to have said:
‘I know of few courses where land is so favourably situated in
regards to accessibility as Wheatley Park. Wheatley Hall will
make a magnificent clubhouse. In fact, I know of no clubhouse,
with the possible exception of Stoke Poges, which is superior
to it’. In support of the development, the upper floors of the
Hall were converted into flats with the ground and first floors
set aside for use as a clubhouse.

There were considerable fears in the area that the Hall would
be pulled down and a factory built on the vacant site with the
remainder being turned over to housing developers. Strong
counter arguments suggested that the 360 acre park should
be secured by the Corporation for the ‘permanent use and
enjoyment of the public’ as a municipal recreation area.

Wheatley Hall Clubhouse And Outbuildings
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Chapter 2

The Early Years
In April 1914, with a view to electing a new committee for the
Club, a core group called a general meeting of the membership
as it stood at the time. Following on from this meeting, a
committee of 12 was formed - 6 elected by the members and
6 co-opted by a syndicate sponsored by the Cooke family.
According to its 1922 handbook, the new golf club and course
opened officially on the 1st of May 1914, just before the
declaration of war against Germany. Inevitably, the national
move into hostilities triggered a nervous period in the club’s
history; nonetheless, work on the course progressed well and,
with members joining in increasing numbers, things moved
from strength to strength.

Despite the difficulties imposed by the War, the Club was still
able to hold social functions on a fairly regular basis with the
income from some of these being used to sponsor wartime
charities. For example, in the summer of 1914, a ball was
held in aid of the Belgian Relief Fund. This gathering, a whist
drive and dance, was held in Wheatley Hall. The event was
organised by the new committee and was supported by Army
officers who, as a part of a massive influx, were now stationed
in Doncaster. The function, which from all accounts continued
until 3am was very well attended and successful in terms of
funds raised; it also set the trend for future social activities at
the Club.

Research indicates that the club’s first golf professional was an
Ed Fox. During 1914, like so many others, Ed was called up to
serve in the Armed Forces; it follows that he left the Club after
a fairly short period in post. Fortunately, he survived the war
returning to Potters Bar Golf Club as their professional when
hostilities ceased. In his time at this club, Ed either made or
commissioned the making of a variety of golf clubs. Wheatley
has been fortunate in being able to purchase one of his mashie
niblicks. This is now on display in the Clubhouse. The Club also
purchased a ‘spoon’ made by the same professional from Mr
Ian Morton, a golf club restorer and member of the Club. The
plan is for this club to be used as a trophy in the Centenary
Spoon competition in 2014.

In November 1914 and in the interests of maintaining its new
links with the military, club members played a match against
the officers of the local Army detachment. The Club is reported
to have lost the fixture 6½/5½ but this competition and many
other similar events served to cement the already strong
relationship between the golf club and the military.
It was around this time, with staff and membership depleted by
wartime commitments and the Army camping on the course,
that a very sensible decision was taken to use only the first
nine holes for as long as hostilities persisted. A Mr McRae,
clearly a very accomplished golfer, soon established the
amateur record over this shortened course by completing the 9
hole test in a commendable 37 strokes; Harry Pearce, the Club
Professional, had previously managed to get round in 36.

The War affected everything at the time including the
proposed further development of the Park. As a result, the
London Syndicate working on behalf of the Cooke family was
obliged to abandon its original scheme. The combination of
this and other factors resulted in the whole estate reverting
to the full ownership and management of Sir William Cooke.
An unfortunate spin off from this decision was a general
stagnation in club membership numbers. However, in 1915 a
meeting was arranged between the forward thinking baronet
and representatives of the still fledgling golf club; resultant
discussions produced a very sensible conjoint ownership and
maintenance arrangement that proved beneficial to all.

The Club held its first Annual General Meeting on the 21st
of May 1915 in Wheatley Hall. One of the main topics of
discussion at this meeting was the difficulty being experienced
in maintaining the course which had suffered both from a
scarcity of water and the damage done to it by the troops
bivouacked on its fairways. By this time, membership numbers
had risen to 222. This comprised 129 ordinary, 52 Lady and 41
junior, provisional and country members. All military officers
stationed in the area were made honorary members of the
Club on request and those ordinary members serving with
the Armed Forces – a total of 29 – were also placed on the
honorary members’ roll pending cessation of hostilities.
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It was not until late 1919 that serious development work could be resumed but by 1920, the course was just about complete.
The ultimate objective was achieved when further improvements, such as the raising of some of the tees, were made in the
winter of 1921/22.

Committee, Staff & Players circa 1920

Geography

Tennis

The course and its supporting amenities were well advertised
in the local press and, positioned as it was just 2 miles from
Doncaster Railway Station and within walking distance of
the Avenue Road and Beckett Road tramcar route, the Club
continued to enjoy excellent access. This proved to be a major
selling point in encouraging both long-term Doncaster residents
and newcomers to the area to join what was by now seen
as an exceptional sporting and social venue.

As well as the golf facilities available, the Club benefited from
5 excellent tennis courts situated at the back of the Hall.
These courts, protected by variegated trees, were kept in first
class condition throughout the year and were considered by
the members to offer a ‘charming spot during the season’.
The Course Layout
After the War and with the full course now available, the
Committee made a conscious decision to set out 2 separate
loops of 9 holes. On busy days, this sensible arrangement
enabled play to commence at both the 1st and the 10th tees
with minimal inconvenience to members. With both these
tees located immediately adjacent to the Clubhouse, play
flowed well. A quote from the club’s handbook of the time
describes the course as being ‘slightly undulating with trees,
a beautiful feature making for charming surroundings’. These
trees were ‘utilized as hazards to punish a pulled or sliced shot’.
The bunkering of the course, where this had been done, was
one of the features of what was described, probably incorrectly,
as a ‘links’.

The Clubhouse
The now firmly established clubhouse comprised ‘a wellfurnished general lounge, dining room, ladies’ and gentlemen’s
locker rooms, a smoke room and the usual lavatory
conveniences’. The Club Professional, Harry Pearce, late
assistant at Hull Golf Club, had his shop close to the locker
rooms. Apparently, he also made his own clubs and supplied
everything needed by players at the time. In addition, his ability
to teach the game was spoken of very highly by club members.
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The 1st hole was a par 5 of 440 yards. It required ‘2 very well
placed shots to get to the opening of the green, otherwise the
player was faced with a very difficult pitch shot over bunkers on
either edge’.

one of the few where ‘a run up shot’ could be played.
The 13th was considered by members at the time to be the
most attractive hole on the Course. Because of its situation and
beautiful surroundings, it was known with some affection as
the ‘Grove’.

The 2nd hole was a par 4, 240 yards long with an approach
similar to the first.

The 14th was a 424 yard par 5 hole with a well bunkered, doglegged approach to the green.

The 3rd was a par 3 of 160 yards and was considered very
difficult because of ‘the bunkering and the exaggerated nature
of humps and hollows on the green’.

Holes 15 and 16 were both 400 yards long and were thought to
be two of the best holes on the course.

These first 3 holes were scheduled for alteration in 1922/23.

The 17th was another short hole with a hidden bunker in front
of the green. It also had a raised back with bunkers on the
right and rough on the left and immediately in front. It was
considered to be a very good par 3.

The 4th hole, known as ‘Spion Kop’ was described as a
‘very sporty hole’. A strategically placed bunker caught the
more wayward drive but, even if this bunker was carried, the
slightest deviation from the middle of the fairway would land
a player in difficulties. The handbook states that: ‘Trees on
the right, a very narrow opening and then bunkers on the left,
penalise the player who does not play canny’.

The 18th was a par 6 with a length of 560 yards. The hole was
straight and well bunkered but, apart from the drive which had
to be hit over a pond immediately in front of the tee, posed few
difficulties for the ‘straight player’. The green was guarded by
a ‘Ha-Ha’ - a rare feature on today’s courses. This was a ditch
7 feet deep with a vertical stone wall on the clubhouse side
which was originally designed to prevent cattle straying from
the Park. Those whose ball fell in this obstacle were obliged to
lift and drop no nearer the hole under a penalty of one shot.

The 5th was seen as an easy hole for the ‘straight player’. It
was a 355 yard par 4, with a battery of bunkers to the left and
trees on the right of the fairway. The green was ‘negotiated by
a pitch or run up’.
The 6th was a par 3 of 110 yards, well bunkered in front of the
green requiring a ‘true shot with plenty of stop on’.

The course was thought to be suitable for all classes of player
and its variety called ‘for every shot in the game’. It was
believed at the time that even a professional golfer would
find it difficult to get round in the standard scratch score of
73 imposed at the time by the Yorkshire Union of Golf Clubs.
At the time it was hoped that to make play a little easier, this
would be reviewed and increased to 74. Despite this wish,
there is no record of this ever happening. Par or ‘Bogey’ as it
was known at the time remained at 38 out and 38 in i.e. 76 for
the full 18 holes.

At 430 yards, the 7th was a well-bunkered par 5, with a green
that had to be played carefully, ‘otherwise there was plenty
of trouble’.
The 8th at 300 yards was described as a ‘good 4’.
The 9th was a difficult par 3 of 180 yards.
Even though it measured just 340 yards, the 10th hole was a
par 5. It was eventually reassessed and made a par 4; however,
the second shot was considered to be a ‘very
difficult one’.
The 11th was a short hole of 130 yards, again ‘needing a shot
with plenty of stop’.
At 410 yards, the 12th was seen as an easy par 5 for the
‘ordinary player’. The green was bunkered at the rear and was
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Author’s sketch of the Wheatley Park course layout

Local Rules (1932)

Score Card (1932)

Players Approaching the 13th Green
- ‘The Grove’ (date unknown)

The 9th Hole circa 1930

President: Sir William Cooke Bart (Sir William remained totally
committed to the Golf Club and, apart from becoming its first
president remained a great benefactor, especially in the early
years of its existence. He died in 1964).

The golf course and tennis courts were open all year round
to both club and ‘temporary’ members; the latter group, all of
whom had to be non-resident in Doncaster, were welcomed
on the course on payment of a green fee; these fees varied
but daily (except Sundays and Bank Holidays) the charge was 3
shillings (15p); on Sundays and Bank Holidays this was raised to
5 shillings (25p). The charge for the use of a tennis court for a
day was 1 shilling (5p).

Vice Presidents:
C Curtis.
W Dawson.
The Venerable Archdeacon Sandford.
Mrs Faber.

Membership
As is the custom today, prospective members during this early
period of the club’s history had to be proposed and seconded
for membership. In 1922, with annual subscriptions set at 4
Guineas (£4.20p), they were also obliged to pay an entrance
fee of 3 Guineas (£3.15p). For a while, ladies and juniors were
allowed less expensive terms but as the number of full playing
members increased, these reduced rates came under close
scrutiny.

Club Captain: H J Plant.
Vice Captain: H S Stiles.
Treasurer and Secretary: C Craven.
Committee Members

Competitions

J P Bone, A Rigg, R Sleight, W G Robinson, J H R Kain, L
Postlethwaite, F Taylor, W Corbett, W Watt, A Howcroft, A A
Bell and I Woodhouse.

In the 1920s there were the usual bogey and medal rounds
on offer every month, with special competitions arranged over
holiday periods. The Captain presented a trophy to be played for
and won outright each year; a Bogey Challenge Cup was also
played for annually. This, one of the earliest club trophies, was
presented to the Club by Mr J H R Kain, Captain in 1921/1922.
The Juniors’ Challenge Cup was presented by the 1922/1923
Captain Mr H J Plant.

Professional: H Pearce.
Greenkeeper: W F Guyler.
Previous Captains:
1914/15 No Captain appointed.
1916 W Lowry Cole.
1917 W Lowry Cole.
1918
H J Sharpe.
1919
Charles Craven.
1920
J H R Kain.
1921
J H R Kain.

With the Club now established on a very firm footing,
membership increased dramatically and networking with other
local clubs continued apace. Visitors were made welcome
and club matches with teams as far away as Hull became the
norm. On the social front, dances and whist drives were held
throughout the winter months and the Annual Dinner was
always very well supported.

Ladies’ Captain: Mrs Whittaker
Following the turbulence of the club’s rather troubled birth and
the First World War, it is to the members’ and committee’s
credit that by 1922 a well structured management organisation
was in place and functioning well. The key members of the
Club at the time were:

14

Gentlemen Golfers - The Captain Dr J H R (Paddy) Kain & (believed to be) the President
Sir William Cooke circa 1920

Professionals, Members and Caddies on the steps of Wheatley Hall Circa 1925
(Photograph Tom Keegan)

The above photograph shows: the Pullen brothers (caddies); Alderman Arthur Thomson (in the trilby); Mr Harry S Essenhigh
the Town Clerk; Ken Tuck the professional at the time; Mr Peacock of Peacock Trophy fame; Miss Bunty Smith and Mr and Mrs
Morris. At the extreme right on the front row is George Duncan, professional and eventual course designer of the Armthorpe
Road course.
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Professionals, Members and Caddies on the steps of Wheatley Hall Circa 1925
(Photograph Tom Keegan)

The derivation of the club’s badge has been a subject much discussed by the membership over the years. It had always been
assumed that it had something to do with the Cooke family and recent research has shown that this was indeed true. The Cooke
family coat of arms is described as ‘Or a chevron between two lions passant and gardant sa armed of the second; the badge of
Ulster in Canton’. A depiction of this coat of arms can be found in the Doncaster Archives. Its similarity to the present club crest
leaves little doubt as to the latter’s origins.
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The Club Crest

The Cooke Coat of Arms
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Chapter 3

Location, Location, Location!
The Sale of Wheatley Park

into negotiations with the Corporation.

It was in December 1931 that Doncaster Corporation’s
renewed desire to purchase Wheatley Park from Sir William
Cooke for the purpose of industrial and housing development
first became widely known. Press reports at the time indicated
that the Council, despite its earlier reluctance, had indeed been
interested in the site for a number of years. Nevertheless, in
mid-December 1931 when the news broke ‘officially’ in the
Yorkshire Evening News, it caused quite a stir, not least among
councillors concerned that information on the purchase had
been ‘leaked’ to the press.

Matters were discussed at length in council. This was evident
from the Minutes of the Corporation’s meeting of the 1st of
January 1932, which recorded the following:
‘The Sub Committee considered a report of the Estates’
Surveyor on an interview he had had with the Committee
of Wheatley Park Golf Club with respect to their vacating
the golf course at Wheatley and the Club’s application for
a lease of a portion, 130½ acres in extent, of the Sandall
Grange Farm for the purpose of a new course and it was
Resolved to recommend, subject to the approval of the
Council-in-Committee (a) that the Club be offered a 7 years’
lease of the land from the 2nd of February 1934, at a rent
of £130 per annum subject to the terms and conditions……..
with an option for the Club to require a renewal of such
lease on the same terms for a further term of 7 years unless
the land shall be required for building or for purposes
(other than agricultural) which would prevent its use as
a golf course, (b) that the Corporation agree, as a condition
of the lease, to erect a pavilion on the land at a cost not
exceeding £1,000 subject to payment therefore by the Club
of a rent representing 7% of the cost thereof, and (c) that
to enable the Club to prepare the course the Corporation
agree to grant a tenancy of the land from the 2nd of
February 1932 until the commencement of the lease at
a rate of £60 per annum’.

Of course, news of the proposed sale proved to be of special
interest to the members of Wheatley Park Golf Club. Over its
relatively brief but well-supported life the course, and with it the
Club, had been threatened several times but particularly by the
projected housing and industrial development of the estate and
the extension of the local branch railway. What they perceived
as the danger of sale left the membership at the time feeling
decidedly uneasy. Already, a part of the course had been sold
to British Bemberg Ltd (an artificial silk manufacturer) but that
Company had yet to avail itself of the land it had purchased and
had allowed members to continue playing the course, albeit
with the probability of eventual closure hanging over them.
In the event, it was in late 1931 that the Corporation’s final
decision was taken to purchase the 362 acre estate at a price
of £60,000. This plan received the full approval of the Ministry
of Health in mid 1932.

On the 13th of January in the same year, the Minutes
reflected the club’s application to lease a ‘reduced area of
land to the amounts of rent referred to in such minute (see
above) being reduced to £102 and £48 respectively.’

The Committee’s Response
The Club now entered a period of crisis during which there
was considerable uncertainty as to its continued existence.
However, behind the scenes, the club’s management was
already taking the action necessary to ensure survival. At
the time, there were some very influential members on
the Committee; these included: Arthur Thomson (Mayor of
Doncaster in 1932), Mr H A (Alf) Butler, Mr Harry Essenhigh the
Town Clerk and Harry Wormald, Mr Essenhigh’s assistant (who
later took over the role of Town Clerk). It was with this group
of administrative heavyweights behind it that the Club entered

In February 1932 the council’s minutes noted that Wheatley
Park Golf Club was: ‘desirous of taking a lease of the original
area of land at Armthorpe for the purpose of a golf course’.
With council and club approval now in place, the development
of the new course could be started. Work commenced
immediately.
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It is interesting to note that one very important piece of
Wheatley Hall ‘furniture’ was sold on prior to the building’s
destruction. This was the magnificent but, by now, somewhat
dilapidated Jacobean oak staircase that had survived the
bombing attempt on the Hall in 1913. This superb fitting
(thought to be the work of Grimling Gibbon, a distinguished
member of the School of English Woodcarvers) was purchased
by a Paul Latham. Following careful restoration, it was installed
in Hurstmonceux Castle in Sussex. This building was eventually
acquired by the Admiralty in 1946 for use by the Royal
Observatory.
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Chapter 4

‘All Out’ on the New Course
The renowned golf course architect, George Duncan, was
called in to design the new course. There was no doubting
George’s credentials for such a task. Born in 1883 near
Aberdeen, he trained as a carpenter. He had also been offered
a career as a professional footballer with Aberdeen FC but
rejected both these options in favour of golf. In the light of
subsequent events, this proved to be very a wise decision.
Appointed initially as the professional at Stonehaven, he later
moved south to follow a profitable tournament career. George
won the Belgian Open in 1912, the News of the World Match
Play and the French Open in 1913, the British Open in 1920
and the Irish and French Opens in 1927. He also played in the
Ryder Cup Teams of 1927 and 1929 before captaining the side
in 1931. This success made course design an almost inevitable
route for him to pursue in his later years.

‘The Committee are all out to make this one of the finest golf
courses not only in Yorkshire but in England’. The words of the
then Club Captain, Alderman Arthur Thomson, provided the
driving force and set the tone for the construction of the new
Wheatley Golf Club course on the Armthorpe Road/Sandall
Grange Farm site. It was agreed that the course would be laid
out on 130 acres of land bounded by Hill’s Lane, Armthorpe
Road and the railway line, with 2 holes to be set out on the
north side of Hagg Wood. The planned budget for construction
was £3500. An additional £3500 was set aside for a Clubhouse,
to be built on Armthorpe Road beside the water tower opposite
the course. The local authority had offered the land on a 14 year
lease which, at a rent of £102 per annum, proved to be very
attractive to club members.

George Duncan
in his Prime
(Origin Unknown)
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George was assisted in his design efforts by a Captain Banning,
Mr T Gault (the ‘Groundsman’) and, inevitably, the popular club
Captain and benefactor, Alderman Arthur Thomson. Part of the
land that now forms the golf course was given over to the local
sewage farm but, undeterred, this dedicated and high powered
team set to work as quickly as possible. Work progressed
rapidly through 1932 and 1933 and, despite two very dry
summers (described in the local press as ‘droughts’), the grass
on the course - and particularly that on the tees and greens was considered to be as good as that anywhere in Yorkshire.

as a sound test of golf. Another conscious decision made at
the time was to plant as many trees on the course as could be
afforded. This foresight and continued action led to the situation
that prevails today - a magnificent layout with 18 beautiful tree
lined fairways.
At the time, the combined 1st and 10th Tee, measuring 1000
square yards, was truly impressive. Other tees averaged 450
square yards, much larger than those at most other, more
established clubs in the Yorkshire Union. The course layout
differed slightly from the present arrangement but up to and
including the 13th hole, it was very much as it is now. The 14th
in these early days was played from a tee near the present
13th green up the northern side of Hagg Wood towards a green
beneath a pylon set by the railway line; by reputation, this hole
was a difficult par 4. The 15th was a par 5 played to today’s
14th green, again passing through the area now occupied by
a small industrial estate on the north side of the wood.
In these early days, the wood was considered to be ‘out of
bounds’ but, in 1943, it was brought back into play. The 16th
was a short par 3 to the present 15th green with the 17th
running up to today’s 17th green alongside a hedge that divided
what is now the 12th hole and the practice ground.

As with Wheatley Park, the course was laid out in two, 9
hole loops to a total length of 6,684 yards. This made it one
of the longest in Yorkshire at the time and of ‘championship
standard’. By September 1933, the greens were laid using turf
brought up from Wheatley Park; tees were set with just 2 left
requiring turf; fairway planning was complete and the bunkers,
specifically designed to allow easy exit, were in position;
however, there were some problems. At the time, some of the
fairways were bare of grass and the 9th, laid on a gravel bed,
was instrumental in breaking several clubs in the early days
when players unearthed a stone or other debris! Members
remained unfazed and continued to support a course that, by
now, was earning a very high reputation throughout the County

The New Course Layout - 1933
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Chapter 5

New Beginning
best in the county and he hoped that the tennis players would
both enjoy their sport on them and, perhaps more importantly,
join him on a regular basis in the 19th hole! In response, Mr J
R W Pettifer acknowledged all the work that the Committee
had done to produce the courts but reserved special praise for
the contribution made by Arthur Thomson. Mr H Neaverson
informed the gathering that having some of the best courts
in the area, the tennis club already had forty members on its
books. The Mayor offered the final touch to this part of the
occasion by hitting the first ball on the new courts.

It was on Thursday 29th March 1934, after months of very hard
work, that the great day when the course and tennis courts
were to be opened finally arrived. Councillor G H Banyard,
Mayor of Doncaster, formally inaugurated the new complex in
a ceremony attended by Councillor Arthur and Mrs Thomson,
Captain Banning and Mr George Duncan (both of whom were
instrumental in the design of the new course), Mr Harry S
Essenhigh, the Club Secretary; Mr H A (Alf) Butler the ViceCaptain, Mr Charles Craven the Treasurer and both Mr J R W
Pettifer and Mr H Neaverson, Chairman and Captain of the
tennis section respectively.

Arthur Thomson then contributed to the uniqueness of the day
by presenting the Mayor with a golden key with which to open
the new clubhouse.

Councillor Arthur Thomson, the Golf Club Captain, took on the
task of officially opening the tennis courts. Explaining their
development, he said that he thought they were among the

A View of the Clubhouse (circa 1960)
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The official party then moved to the roof of the new building
where the Lady Mayoress completed the formal proceedings
by hoisting the club flag. Unfortunately, the hoisting rope
snagged with the flag no more than halfway up its mast.
However, in the best traditions of the Club, the Head
Greenkeeper Mr T Gaunt, shinned up the pole and,
to considerable applause, freed the errant pulley, thereby
allowing the flag to fly in its full glory. Later that day, Arthur
Thomson in his role as club captain, formally drove a ball down
the first fairway.
As a fitting finale to the day’s celebrations, a dance was held
in the Clubhouse. This function was supported by 250
members and guests and, as a spectacular backdrop to the
function, the exterior of the building was floodlit by gas. It was
at this gathering that the Mayor unveiled a framed photograph
of Councillor Arthur Thomson and presented it to the Club.
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Chapter 6

The War Years and Immediate Aftermath
In the 1930s, the Club moved forward at an ever-increasing
pace with a variety of improvements generated by a dynamic
general committee under the leadership of Alderman Arthur
Thomson, now the Club President. Trees were planted, bunkers
improved and grass husbandry refined to the point where the
course earned an enviable reputation as one of the best and
most demanding in the country.

Business at the Club continued on a more or less normal basis
in the early 1940s. Club competitions, although fewer and
further between, were well supported and the social calendar
remained lively. There were, however, some minor problems.
For example a committee decision to offer savings’ certificates
as prizes for the winners of club competitions fell foul of the
Royal and Ancient’s policy on amateurism and sparked some
heavyweight correspondence between the Club and the
game’s authorities. Eventually, a decision made by the Yorkshire
Union of Golf Clubs (YUGC) in June 1943 resolved the matter
albeit not entirely to the committee’s satisfaction. The YUGC
ruling stated that: “The offer of savings’ certificates as prizes in
any form of golf competition is to be deprecated, and anyone
taking part in such a competition must be deemed to have been
playing for a money prize”.

With the rise in tension in Europe in the late 1930s, concern
was expressed as to the club’s continued ability to survive. This
worry arose primarily from the anticipation that in the event of
war many members and staff would be mobilised; this indeed
proved to be the case. Nonetheless, the Club managed to
retain a dedicated core of individuals prepared to work hard to
keep things afloat. Grouping together and applying their own
learned skills, they conducted much of the necessary day-today maintenance on the course. In his brief historical record,
Harry Skerritt notes that he believes he raked out every bunker
on the course at the time.

Bar sales at the club remained healthy throughout hostilities
and over the period reasonable profits were made. In March
1943 bar income was £108/1/8 (£108.9p); this realised a
gross profit of 25.9% - a percentage that was to remain fairly
constant until the early to mid 1950s. However, this profit was
not made without effort. Rationing posed its problems and,
sadly, in May 1944, it was reported that the issue of whisky
to the Club was to be reduced. As a result, the Steward was
instructed to ration the remaining stock to sales of just 3 bottles
per week! Supplies were eventually restored but never to their
earlier levels. Perhaps fortuitously, bar turnover was helped
by the imposition of double summer time. This unique time
frame set to 2 hours in advance of GMT was introduced by the
Government for the war years and was used when, routinely,
ordinary summer time i.e. one hour forward, would have
been in force. During the winter clocks were kept one hour in
advance of GMT. Normal chronological service was resumed
in 1948 when single summer time was restored as the norm.
It was in August 1943, that the decision was taken to convert
the 15th hole from a par 3 to a par 4; this change was effected
simply by moving the tee further back.

Sadly, several key members were lost during the War.
The names of some of these now appear on the club’s major
trophies. For example, Dennis Cole joined the Royal Air Force
as a pilot but was killed in action. Mr A Peacock was another
RAF officer who played at Wheatley as a temporary member
whilst stationed at Lindholme; he was also killed in action.
In 1940 the Club was asked to give up the 14th and 15th
holes to the North of Hagg Wood for agricultural use. Hearsay
suggests that the club’s executive was actually quite content
to surrender this tract of land in support of the war effort. This
was largely because of the problems caused by public use
of the footpath from Armthorpe to Thorne Road which ran
across the 15th fairway. This path and the pedestrian traffic it
carried caused more than its share of delays for golfers who
were forced to wait on the tee until the way was clear for their
shot. It was also reported that because of the path’s route,
many a ball was ‘lost’ to inquisitive spectators. The course was
redesigned to accommodate the change and this produced the
layout from which the members benefit today.

The revised layout lasted for just about a year before the hole
reverted to its previous length and status as a par 3 played from
the original tee. Several other minor changes were made to the
course layout in the war years.
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For example, the 9th Fairway was put out of bounds when
playing the 16th and, in late 1944, the 18th fairway suffered
a similar restriction for players driving from the 17th tee.

Another difficulty was created by the local National Service
Officer who, apparently whenever he could, directed the Head
Green Keeper to work on the railway adjacent to the course!
The resolution of this particular problem is not recorded.

In these difficult times, the Club also faced some odd
administrative difficulties. For example ‘flashers’ became
a problem near the 10th fairway. Seemingly, some lewd
individuals were seen exposing themselves to lady members
playing on that part of the course. Committee minutes from the
period indicate that the Chief Constable was contacted
with a view to resolving the matter. Sadly, although more rare,
the occurrence of such behaviour is not unknown today.

It is of interest to note that during the war, to prevent the
landing of enemy gliders, all of the longer fairways were spread
with hawser cables. These cables were removed immediately
after the D Day landings and, according to rumour and hearsay,
were buried in the area now covered in bracken to the right of
the 5th Fairway.
In 1945, the Professional Ken Tuck left the Club. Applications
for the post were invited and several were received from all
over the country. In the event, George Hughes was appointed
at a weekly wage of £6.

In 1943, in the interests of supporting our Armed Forces, the
Committee authorised up to 20 members of RAF Lindholme to
be accepted as members for a total fee of 15 guineas.
The offer was taken up by some enthusiastic golfers at the
Station and this thoughtful policy served to forge very strong
links with the Unit that were to last until it closed as an active
base in the 1960s.
In order to ease the effect of the club’s ongoing labour
difficulties, some sensible adjustments were made to the local
rules. For example, with bunker maintenance proving to be
a particular problem, an agreement was made that a ball
coming rest in a hole in the sand could be lifted and dropped
as near as possible to the same spot without penalty. Members
were also advised that it was ‘undesirable’ for matches to
consist of more than 4 players!
Membership numbers ebbed and flowed over the period with
this fluctuation triggering discussion on the pros and cons of
introducing a group of ‘artisan’ members. After some debate,
this idea was shelved.
In 1944, and in order to maintain a reasonable level of play on
the course, an arrangement was made that allowed members
of Doncaster Golf Club temporary membership at Wheatley
for an annual fee of one guinea. A reciprocal arrangement with
Doncaster enabled Wheatley members to play there at the
same rate.
The Greens’ Committee of the period appeared to face the
same sort of natural difficulties that they do today. In particular,
the grass on the course suffered from a lack of water and there
was a significant and ongoing infestation of ‘cat’s ear’ weed.
The Bingley Research Station was called in on a consultancy
basis to offer advice and, from all accounts, they did a very
good job ridding the course of the weed, thereby providing
a much better playing surface.

Ken Tuck the Club Professional
(Cartoon courtesy of the Tatler
and Wheatley Golf Club)
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Charity And Other Matches
From 1939 to 1945, the Club hosted a variety of major
golfing events including the Daily Mail Northern Qualifying
Competition. As the war progressed and increased hardship
was experienced all over the country, exhibition matches were
played to raise funds for charities such as the Red Cross and
the London Blitz Fund. These matches were jointly organised
by the committees of Wheatley, Doncaster and Town Moor golf
clubs with the majority of the events being played at Wheatley.
Members were asked for their support to the tune of paying
1/- (5p) to attend (bicycles could be parked at the Club for the
princely sum of 3 old pennies - approximately 1p). These events
were generally very successful with one in support of the Lord
Mayor of London’s Air Raid Distress Fund raising the very
significant sum of £603/2/11 (£603.14p). A personal letter of
thanks was received from the Lord Mayor.
A variety of professional golfers played in these matches
including: Henry Cotton, Bobby Locke, Archie Compton, Fred
Perry and George Duncan. It is to their credit that they gave
up their time so willingly in the interests of helping those less
fortunate than themselves. These charity exhibition matches
continued in the post-war period and were a popular feature
of the club’s development. It is particularly refreshing to note
that, having played in many of these competitions, Henry
Cotton a player and course designer of considerable repute
was very complimentary about both the layout and the quality
of the Course.

Exhibition Match at Doncaster Golf Club circa 1951 left to right: Bobby
Locke, Arthur Thomson, Ben Shelton (Wheatley Professional from
March 1951), Bill Shankland and C H Ward (Photograph Jack Flasby)

Exhibition Match at Wheatley Golf
Club in aid of the Soldier, Sailors’ and
Airmen’s Families’ Association (SSAFA).
Front row left to right: Les Carpenter,
H Wooldridge, Fred Perry (crouching),
Bobby Locke and Ben Shelton
(Photograph Jack Flasby)
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Ben Shelton, the Wheatley Club Professional from early
1951 until 1954, was a friend of the course designer George
Duncan. Ben, who had joined the Club following his service in
the RAF, was an accomplished player in his own right. In 1950
he won the Goray Assistants’ Match Play Championship and,
in 1953, the Yorkshire Open at Moortown. In 1951 and 1952,
accompanied by Les Carpenter, he won the South Yorkshire
Golf Alliance competition at Ganton.

In the early 1950s the Club concentrated on providing improved
services for its members in the golf and tennis sections and
both course and court improvements came on in leaps and
bounds.

In 1954 Ben left the Club to take up an appointment at Royal
Ashridge before moving to New Zealand in 1964.
He was replaced at Wheatley by Wilf Atkinson a much-liked
professional who came from Middlesbrough Golf Club.
Wilf held his position at Wheatley until well into the 1980s.

It was in mid 1950 that members’ fees were raised from 2
to 2½ guineas for gentlemen and from 35/- to 2 guineas for
ladies. Tennis members continued to pay 10/6 (55p). Because
of financial difficulties, these rates were raised in August of that
year by one guinea for gentlemen and by a ½ guinea for ladies
and country members.
In 1953, following his resignation from the Club, a new trophy
was purchased and engraved with Arthur Thomson’s name.
The first recorded winners of the mixed competition associated
with this trophy were a Mr and Mrs Beardsall.
Membership
It was in early 1950 that the Club lost George Maw, a solicitor
with Atkinson and Son and another stalwart member who had
offered valued service to the Club over many years. Soon after
his sad passing, his daughter offered a cup won by him in 1928
as a trophy to be played for in a club competition. Members still
play for the George Maw Trophy today.

Alderman Arthur Thomson with a gathering of committee members
and professional golfers circa 1951 (Photograph Jack Flasby)

One of the more social aspects of the golfing scene that has
lapsed over the years has been the regular match that the
Club played against the golfing members of Doncaster Rovers
Football Club. These friendly matches were a regular feature of
the club’s competition calendar throughout the 40s and 50s and
were very well supported by both organisations.
Administration
It is very interesting to note that, from late 1945, the minutes of
committee meetings were signed by the President, Alderman
Arthur Thomson, with a ball point pen; this must surely have
been one of the very first of this type of pen in general use.

George Maw
(Cartoon courtesy of the Tatler
and Wheatley Golf Club)
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Other names that appear on the club’s honours’ board and
its trophies include Arthur Butler, Chairman of the Doncaster
Conservative Association and Head of Stores at the British
Railway Works and Percy Wrigglesworth who had served as a
club captain.

Serious concern was expressed in the mid-50s at the
progressive fall in membership since the end of the War.
This was due to a variety of factors including the closure of
Bembergs, a major employer in the area. In March 1955,
as something of a short-term remedy, the joining fee was
suspended; this action alone helped to trigger an increase
in numbers of 60 during the year. Membership at the time
amounted to 215 gentlemen; 69 ladies; 12 country; 13 junior;
56 house; 3 honorary and 25 on block arrangements. With this
in mind, it was agreed that the need for a joining fee would also
be waived for 1956. In the event, the fee was not re-introduced
until January 1959.

In late 1951 a block membership from RAF Bawtry Officers’
Mess was accepted at a charge of £21 per annum. RAF
Lindholme continued its association with the Club under a
similar arrangement and in 1953 an application for up to 10
members of the USAAF based at this latter unit was accepted.
This arrangement, with some modifications as to fees and
the like, persisted until the late 1950s. In 1956, and in the
interests of their maintaining handicaps, special dispensation
was given for block members to take part in the club’s medal
competitions. Interestingly, it was not until 1958 that block
membership was granted to RAF Finningley.

In the late 50s, the club’s mortgage also gave considerable
cause for concern. Because beer sales were at a low level,
Darley’s brewery decided to call in its mortgage. This left the
Committee with very few options. Other breweries were
considered and approaches were made to Watney, Ind Coope
and the Selby Brewery but these proved fruitless. Fortunately,
after protracted negotiation, including promises on the part
of the Club to order all beverages from the company, Darley’s
agreed to suspend the calling in of its mortgage facilities and
things returned to their previously steady state.

Matters Financial
In the mid 1940s, the Club experienced some transient financial
complications. Some of these were directly attributable to
members not paying their fees on time, or at all in some
cases. In order to balance the books, members were asked
to consider making a loan to the Club. A total of £200 was
requested with this sum to be repaid at an interest rate of 5%
per annum. In the interests of equity (or was it shared pain?),
no single member was allowed to subscribe more than £20
towards the total figure.

The Sheffield Union
It was in July 1950 that the Club Committee first discussed
whether or not to join the Sheffield Union of Golf Clubs. The
decision to do so was finally made in December 1951 and the
Club was accepted as a member of the Union in April 1953; this
association has gone from strength to strength over the years.

In 1946 green fees were adjusted to reflect increased costs.
Members of Doncaster and Town Moor clubs paid 2/- (10p)
per round and 3/- (15p) per day. All other visitors paid 3/- per
round and 5/- (25p) per day. These figures were increased to
5/- per round and 7/6 (37p) per day at weekends. Interestingly,
visiting artistes at the Grand Theatre Doncaster were charged
1/- (5p) per round. To support the influx of visiting players, the
Club appointed a caddie master for the first time and allowed
the erection of a hut for his lads’ protection against inclement
weather.

Course Developments
By now the Course had become firmly established in more
or less its present form, the one significant difference being
in the number of trees apparent. Rumour has it that if the then
professional, Wilf Atkins, stood outside his shop he could see
the whole course with the exception of the 13th Green and
14th Tee. The aerial photograph below, taken immediately post
war, indicates that this could indeed have been the case!
For those familiar with the course, the water tower (now to the
right of the Sportsman public house) is midway up on the left
hand side of the picture. Wilf made an enormous contribution
to the Club working in all areas, but particularly in course
development.

Of course, as is the case today, staff wages formed a
significant part of the club’s fixed costs and, even in those days,
pay rises added significantly to overall outgoings. For example,
in 1944 the Head Green-keeper’s wages were raised by 30
shillings (£1.50) to a total of £5/15/0 (£5.75p) per week, a rise of
26%. Records do not reveal what, if any, previous pay awards
had been made.
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Wheatley Golf Club was virtually unique at the time in possessing an exceptionally good fairway sprayer. This particular piece
of equipment was so impressive that both Worksop and Town Moor golf clubs were prepared to pay for its hire for the purpose
of improving their playing surfaces. Apparently, such ‘trading’ was fairly common at the time with Wheatley lending tractors and
other equipment to several clubs in the local area including Doncaster Rugby Club.
It is worthy of note that at the time the Club employed a handyman entitled ‘The Lad on the Course’. Apparently, this young man
was used as a ‘Jack of All Trades’ both on the course and around the Clubhouse. His wages in late 1957 were increased from
£5/10/- (£5.50p) to £6/5/- (£6.25p).
In 1959, the Committee made the decision to have the greens commercially hollow tined for the first time at the princely cost of
35/- (£1.75p) per green. If only such things cost as much today!
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Chapter 7

Athur Thomson - Founding Father
No history of Wheatley Golf Club would be complete without
an acknowledgement of the contribution made to the birth and
development of the club by Alderman Arthur Thomson. Indeed,
there is little doubt that he will remain the most significant
figure in the history of what has emerged over time as an
exceptional golf club.

Rovers acknowledged him as ‘one of the founders’ of that Club.
Elected as a member of Doncaster Town Council in 1922, he
served uncomplainingly for many years and was lauded as one
of the council’s true ‘fathers’. Mayor of Doncaster in 1932
he was elevated to the rank of Alderman in 1939. Originally a
member of the Progressive Group, he severed his links with
this faction within the council in 1946 but continued to serve as
an independent.

Perhaps surprisingly when one considers what followed, Arthur
was not a Doncaster man at all. In fact, he moved into the area
from Cheshire in 1904. A bricklayer by trade, and quick to spot
an opportunity, he had moved to Doncaster presumably having
seen the prospects for the development of what, even then,
was a rapidly growing industrial town. Over time, his inherent
management skills came to the fore and he soon became
a very prominent figure both in the local community and in
property development in the area.

A man of widely varied interests, he was the Chairman of the
Doncaster Conservative Association for over 10 years and,
apart from his presidency of Wheatley Golf Club and 6 years as
club captain, he also spent a protracted period as president of
the Conservative Club.
In 1951, Alderman Thomson was made Chairman of the Race
Committee. In this role, perhaps predictably, he again acquitted
himself in exemplary fashion.

His achievements from when he arrived in Doncaster until
he died in 1958 are truly the subject of legend. Apart from
developing several private estates in and around the town,
his firm built the first colliery village at Brodsworth. He was
also largely responsible for the move of Wheatley Golf Club
from Wheatley Park to its present site at Armthorpe Road. A
long-standing captain and president of the club, he initiated
the building of the new clubhouse (now the Sportsman public
house). More importantly, he supervised the launch and
improvement of what has become one of the most impressive
courses in the Yorkshires.

In late 1952, considerable friction developed between Arthur
and some members of the Club Committee. Sadly, this
strife resulted in his resignation both from his presidency
and membership of the club, actions which at the time were
recorded with considerable regret. Despite several attempts on
the part of the committee and the membership as a whole to
get him to change his mind, he never rejoined the fold.
Irrespective of the timing and the events surrounding his
departure, Wheatley Golf Club owes Alderman Arthur Thomson
a huge debt of gratitude for establishing, often against the odds
in what were very trying times, a golf club that features today
amongst the best in the county.

A keen follower of everything sporting, Arthur was Chairman
of Doncaster Rovers Football Club from 1925 until 1929 when
he was credited with being one of the pioneers of the club’s
rebirth in the aftermath of the Great War. His building firm,
Dixon and Thomson was responsible for laying out what was
then the new Doncaster Rovers’ ground at Belle Vue. As
Vice-Chairman of the Football Club under its Chairman Joseph
Franks, Arthur Thomson attended football league meetings
on a regular basis. More importantly, it was largely through
his influence and tenacity at such meetings that in 1923, as
Chairman, he was able to influence the admission of the club
into the Northern Section of Division 3 of the football league.
Fletcher Hibbert who replaced Arthur as Chairman of Doncaster

At the time of Arthur Thomson’s untimely death in 1958
following a protracted period of illness, Alderman Cammidge,
the then Chairman of the Race Committee, paid fitting tribute
to him as ‘one of the few remaining figures in Doncaster who
belonged to the tradition of the self-made man’. In the light
of Arthur’s history in the local area, these words were totally
apposite and reflected the views of almost everyone who
knew him. Certainly, without his personal commitment and
dedication, Wheatley would not be the golf club that it is today.
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A Cartoon of Arthur Thomson
(courtesy of the ‘Tatler’ and Wheatley Golf Club)

Chapter 8

The Swinging Sixties and Sedate Seventies
Wheatley Golf Club now settled into what might at the time
have been described as a period of predictable but steady
improvement. The sixties and seventies were decades of
consolidation with names that are now legend within the Club
starting to surface. For example, in 1961 W F (Bill) Parkes,

a later captain and president, was elected to the position of
House Chairman. In addition, Mrs Wrigglesworth presented
two rose bowls for use as trophies - these were first played
for in a ‘Bogey’ competition in 1962 and remain in the club’s
trophy list today.

A Presentation of the Wrigglesworth Trophy- Left to Right Bernard
Leggard (Captain 1962) Peter Shaw (Trophy Winner) and Walter Wedd
(A Friend of Percy Wrigglesworth)

With The Captain in 1963 Left To Right Stan Aitken, Frank Goodland,
Ken Pickering (Captain) Mick Killoury and Edgar Jinks
(Photograph Alison Allsopp)

Another committee stalwart emerging at the time was the
Yorkshire and England cricketer, John Wardle. John, a dedicated
and popular club member and arguably its most respected
greens’ chairman, was an individual upon whom much of the
quality of today’s course hinged. It was John who did all the
negotiation behind the modification of the 15th Tee. This tee
was originally set very low, with the members having to drive
over a marker post to a fairway that was far more out of sight
than it is today. John contacted the contractors setting out the
industrial site to the North of Hagg Wood and offered to take
all their soil waste away from that development and on to the
course, thus saving the contractors a lot of time and money.
Once on the course, this ‘waste’ was sculpted into
the tee layout that the members know today; a much

appreciated improvement. Ken Percival was the club’s longstanding Honorary Secretary (he was elected to the post in
1965) and, later, Honorary Treasurer - a position he held for
nearly 12 years.
Ken became the Club Captain in 1978 and the President in
1993/1994. If the ‘calling card’ shown above is anything to go
by, things were clearly a little more formal in his day! Apart
from possibly Arthur Thomson and Bill Parkes, few people
have made a greater contribution to the success of Wheatley
Golf Club than Ken. Sadly, he died in 2007 aged 92. Many of
the club’s primary institutions were established in these two
decades. For instance, it was in the early 60s that the House
Committee, dedicated solely to social events, was set up.
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Other vitally important discussions held during the period
included a debate on whether or not the Club should become
a limited company. The final decision on this matter is not
recorded but we must assume that the Committee did not
proceed down this business route. Of lesser importance but
possibly greater ongoing interest, the now long-standing
tradition of displaying photographs of the club captains in the
main hall (today’s bar/lounge) was introduced at or around
this time.

Over the next 12–15 years, this gathering became so popular
that team numbers increased to virtually unmanageable levels.
This caused difficulties at both clubs resulting in a drop in team
size, initially to 18 and later to 16 per side. This proved to be
much more controllable at both ends. The erection of a hut for
his lads’ protection against inclement weather.
Of course, as is the case today, staff wages formed a
significant part of the club’s fixed costs and, even in those
days, pay rises added significantly to overall outgoings. For
example, in 1944 the Head Green-keeper’s wages were raised
by 30 shillings (£1.50) to a total of £5/15/0 (£5.75p) per week,
a rise of 26%. Records do not reveal what, if any, previous pay
awards had been made.

It’s Not All About Golf!
Ron Snaith & Friend
(Photograph Doug Pears)

Committee Meeting Calling Post Card Used In the 1960s

Great friendships developed over the years, some lasting from
the 1960s through to 2014. Of course, several of the original
players in this competition have now sadly passed away.
They will never be forgotten, particularly as their names are
on the memorial scroll, carved by Doug Pears. This scroll
is kept at the Club that most recently suffered the loss of
a regular player.

Heysham
In 1966 the then Vice-Captain, Dick Hay and his brother in
law Sid Hepworth (the Vice-Captain of Heysham Golf Club)
discussed the possibility of a match between the clubs to mark
their respective captaincies. Subsequently, in late March 1967,
eight Heysham players arrived at Wheatley for what was to
become a very well supported, twice yearly weekend ‘Roses’
match. The Wheatley team for this first match comprised:
Dick Hay, Bill Bland, George Bland (no relation), Len Bell, Rex
Astin, Sid Youren, Sam Holmes, and Dick Sandham. The teams
played off scratch in 4 ball, better-ball format The first result
is not recorded but it was agreed that on the Sunday, one
Wheatley and one Heysham member would play in a better-ball
stableford match without breaking up the original 4 balls.
All of the players put in a new ball and these were used as
prizes. These matches were so successful that a return fixture
was arranged for the following October. It was eventually
agreed that ongoing annual competition between the clubs
would be played off club handicaps.

It was during the second visit to Heysham in 1968 that Bill
Bland found a ram’s horn in his attic; subsequently, he offered
this as a prize to be played for by the clubs on an annual basis.
Wheatley won this trophy during that winter and Tony Smith
had it mounted on a wooden base with silver plates inscribed
‘Spring’ and ‘Autumn’. A losers’ trophy showing a ram from the
rear was carved by Doug Pears along with an annual additional
prize. This runners’ up trophy was lost for number
of years but has since been recovered and is now played for
on a regular basis. If all the items of wooden art carved by
Doug were counted, there would surely number close to
100 – all have been very gratefully accepted by the clubs and
individuals concerned.
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Doug Pears With Some of His Hand-Carved Trophies
(Photograph Doug Pears)

Dick Hay at Heysham
(Photograph Doug Pears)

Denis Elliott Receiving the Ram’s
Horn (Photograph Doug Pears)

Terry Crumpton Receiving The
Ram’s Horn
(Photograph Doug Pears)

Paul Burgin
(Photographs Doug Pears)

In 1991, to celebrate 25 years of the match, Denis Elliott (a
Wheatley Captain) arranged a special fixture at The Oakdale
Golf Club in Harrogate. All the players who had supported
either club over the years were invited to play. In the event, 35
gentlemen played 18 holes, with most playing another 18 prior
to leaving for home. In order to recall this particularly successful
fixture, a tie reflecting the 25 years of the competition and
bearing the logos of both clubs was produced for each member
attending.
The Heysham tradition has carried on until the present day
and it is generally hoped that the exchange will continue well
beyond the club’s centenary. The early years were organised
on Wheatley’s behalf by Dick Hay; Denis Elliott who managed
events for the next 30 years followed him with similar levels
of enthusiasm. Denis eventually handed over the reins to Don
Buckley who, in turn, passed responsibility to Terry Crumpton.
Later, the Wheatley organisation was managed by Paul Burgin
until, in 2010, he transferred the load to Ron Snaith.
The 50th Anniversary of the exchange will be held in 2016;
no doubt the matches and associated functions will continue
to be very well supported.

The Heysham ‘Crowd’ in 2001 (Photograph Doug Pears)

34

The Course
With the Course the club’s primary asset, in the 60s and
70s its conservation continued to be considered the most
important aspect of day-to-day management. As a result and
in the interests of ensuring sound care and maintenance,
the decision to appoint a head green keeper with specific
control responsibilities was taken. With the broadening of his
duties came a decision to purchase 73 Carr House Road as a
residence for him (this property was eventually disposed of
in 1964). Several applicants for the job were interviewed and, in
the face of some fairly stiff competition, Mr B Holian, the then
resident green keeper at Serlby Golf Club, was accepted and
appointed.
Under competitions’ and greens’ sub-committee steerage,
course enhancement proceeded steadily, with sensible
changes introduced as and when necessary. However, some
decisions were more contentious than others. For example,
there was much debate at this juncture as to whether or not a
ball hit onto the 9th Fairway when playing the 16th should be
considered out of bounds. In the event, it was decided that it
should not but this decision, made in 1961, was scheduled for
review after a 12 - month trial period. It was also agreed at the
time that,in the interests of safety, the then gravel paths behind
the 9th and 18th greens would be considered out of bounds.

Score Card 1975 From The Club Course Planner
– Showing The Early Stroke Indices

With its 75-year lease from the Doncaster Metropolitan Council,
the Club now had some security of tenure. This bred the
confidence within the club’s administration to press on with
some more expensive but nonetheless vital upgrades. As a
result, on the 7th of September 1967 and after a protracted
period of analysis, the installation of a long promised automatic
greens’ watering system was finally completed. Wheatley was
the first club in the local area to introduce such an innovation
and its effect on the quality of the greens was considered at the
time to be ‘truly remarkable’.

The Club Press Advertisement
Showing Introduction of the
Automatic Watering System

The Course Layout 1975 (From The Club Course Planner)
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Peter’s Company, the John Carr Group, also sponsored the
excellent Pro/Am tournaments held in the summers of 1979
and 1980. These competitions, which offered a first prize to the
professionals of £825 (1979) and £1000 (1980), were attended
by many of the then top ranking British golfers including Sam
Torrance, Malcolm Gregson, Howard Clark, Maurice Bembridge,
Mark James and Carl Mason. Being very well supported by club
members and visitors alike, these tournaments proved to be
a great success.

Committee Members at the time of the Introduction of Greens’
Watering - Front Row Left to Right: Richard Hay (Captain), Bill Parkes,
Charles Beaver (President) Tony Smith (Vice Captain) Standing Left to
Right: David Brunton (Greens’ Chairman), Ray Snape, Ted Yarr, Frank
Gabbitus, Bob Baxter, David Peart, Ken Percival (Secretary), Anthony
Williamson, Mike Cowan and Stan Allinson (Photograph Ken Percival)

The Water Hazard at the 18th Under Construction
(Photograph Brian Bond)

Much if not all of the stonework within the hazard was
completed by Alan Holt, a well-liked and very helpful club
member. Alan moved away from the area in the 1990s
but since has returned for the odd ‘Invitation Day and
Heysham Weekend.

Peter Carr Beside the Completed Water Hazard at the 18th
(Photograph Brian Bond)

The Finished Article – The Newly Completed Water Hazard on the 18th
Hole (Photograph Fred Green)
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The Established Water Hazard on the 18th Hole 2008 (Photograph Phil Bramhald)

mid 60s, they were raised to the princely sum of 10/- (50p) per
round during the week and £1 per round at week-ends. Even
at this relatively high rate for the time, the course remained
very popular and was regularly favoured by many corporations,
societies and clubs.

Arboreal development on the course continued apace, with
trees being planted on a regular basis as and when they could
be afforded. As mentioned earlier an often quoted story is that
the Wilf Atkinson, the Club Professional in the 50s and 60s,
could stand outside his shop and see just about the whole
course apart from the 13th green and 14th Tee. Whether or not
this was actually true, because of the club’s tree planting policy
over the years, the view today is limited to the 9th and 18th
greens and the first fairway.

It was in the early 70s, following more than the odd incident,
that questions were asked by the local council about liability
in the event of a ball being hit onto Armthorpe Road where it
adjoined the 1st and 2nd fairways. Despite their being advised
that the club and many players at the time had insurance in
place, the Committee decided to plant the now well-established
hawthorn hedge between these holes and the road. This action
pacified the Council but did little to stop the odd high slice or
hook from ending up on or over the road! In order to provide
some defence, the area well to the right of the 2nd fairway was
put out of bounds. This restriction applied until 2011 when,
because of the increase in natural tree and shrub growth, it was
lifted.

By now, Wheatley Golf Club had an excellent reputation and
this had spread well beyond the geographic boundaries of
South Yorkshire. As a result, throughout the 60s and 70s,
it was approached by several high profile local and national
organisations and smaller societies anxious to play their own
competitions on the Course. Groups such as the Institute
of Highway Engineers, British Nylon Spinners, International
Harvesters, the Doncaster Chamber of Commerce and the
AEI Sports and Social Club regularly availed themselves of the
facilities on offer. Green fees varied over the period but, in the
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Even in those days, the bunkers were a constant topic
of discussion. ‘Argument’ ranged from size and position
to filling and whether or not there was a need for the number
of hazards present. It seems that little has changed. Another
persistent grumble concerned the carry required from tee to
fairway. Many of the more senior members and some of the
ladies thought the length of strike required off some tees to
be excessive. Things were finally resolved in mid 1973 when,
following extended and lively debate, the Committee decided
that the carry necessary to reach the ‘cut and prepared’ should
never be more than 140 yards.

As an interesting aside, in the early 70s and with a view
to preserving the by now excellent state of the greens, the Club
purchased 450 pitch mark forks; these were issued
to members free of charge!
Social Activities
As was the norm at just about every golf club in the land, the
provision of a bar and catering service in the 60s and 70s posed
worries for the committee of the day. Money was clearly not a
problem - at £15 per week the steward’s wages in the early 60s
were amongst the highest in local area - yet the club’s stewards
and stewardesses changed on a fairly regular basis throughout
the period. Experience has since shown that there was nothing
sinister behind these movements, more that this is a trade
whose practitioners feel the need for mobility after two or three
years’ service.

In the interests of further expansion, questions were asked
in 1970 about the purchase of the field adjacent to the school
adjoining the 12th fairway. Unfortunately, because the local
Education Committee had decided to acquire this particular field
for future school building development, this initiative failed; the
field remains empty to this day.

Another difficulty encountered at the time was that after years
of use, the bar and associated area was beginning to look a
little tired. The funding for change was not readily available from
within the club’s coffers; therefore, Barnsley Brewery, now the
main provider of substances alcoholic, was approached with
a request for a loan. The company’s directors quickly came up
trumps with a virtually unconditional offer of £600 - a sizeable
sum at the time. Using this money, the bar was altered, new
furniture was purchased and the whole area was redecorated
all for just £527/15/0 (£525.75p). The resulting improvement
in bar facilities seemed to have an instant affect on the club’s
generosity. This became particularly evident during the festive
season when sales of bottled wine and spirits were made to
playing members at rates midway between the cost and selling
prices. Sadly, over time, the Club has been forced to make
much more commercial decisions and such offers are no longer
either available or made!

The excellent relationships that have existed between the
Doncaster golf clubs for many years were much in evidence
during this period. Apart from the inevitable competitive
interaction, the clubs were also involved in several common
sense exchanges. For example, in late 1970 it was agreed that
Wheatley would accept nine rubber tee mats from Doncaster
Golf Club in exchange for an out of use spiking machine. From
all accounts, other greens’ machinery in fairly short supply was
also happily traded and loaned between clubs throughout the
60s and 70s.
It was in late 1970, in an amicable departure, that the Club
lost its Head Greenkeeper to Sheffield’s Dore and Totley
Golf Club. The recruitment of a replacement was set in train
immediately but was seriously hindered by the postal strike in
force at the time. Eventually, the postal situation was resolved
and the Club was once again set on a firm agricultural base.
At the same time, the opening of the travellers’ encampment
on the other side of Armthorpe Road from the course posed
its own difficulties. Whilst this site offered the residents a
much-needed site, it also produced significant problems for the
Club. Rubbish from the area often blew onto the course and,
on occasion, horses had to be chased from the 1st, 2nd and
3rd fairways. Other problems with horses were encountered
when those from the local riding stables managed to get on to
the 1st and 2nd fairways and greens. This happened so often
that, following months of frustration, police action became
necessary; although unpopular at the time, this quickly resolved
the difficulty.

With the Tennis Section of the Club still very active, several
additional social activities were introduced into the club
calendar. For example, in October 1961 the Tennis Section
sponsored a mannequin parade in the Clubhouse. Later in the
decade, joint dinner dances were introduced with members
of both the golf and tennis clubs attending. As with some
of the other major club social functions, these were held at
the Green Tree Inn, this being one of the few venues large
enough to accommodate the numbers wishing to join in the
entertainment.

38

In June 1961, it was agreed for the first time that a fruit
machine could be purchased for use in the Club. This proved
to be a very contentious decision. Dress in the Clubhouse was
also a constant topic in the 60s and 70s with the Club moving
from a ‘jacket and tie’ regime to smart casual and back again.
It seems very little has changed over the years.

evidenced by staff wage rises that, at the time, moved upwards
towards the 14% - 15% level.
Competitions
Club golf continued apace throughout the sixties and seventies
with new competitions coming on line on a regular basis.
In order to assist the membership with their planning, a new
club fixture list was introduced in the late 70s. This document
was produced in the form of personal diaries issued free of
charge to all playing members; at the time, these proved very
popular. The production of this competitions’ diary ceased a
few years later but was reintroduced in the early part of the
new Millennium.

Another resolution that caused considerable friction in the
mid 1970s was that which allowed members’ spouses to be
admitted as ‘Associate Members’ without charge.
Later in the 70s, the Club held its first ‘trial’ dinner and dance
in the Clubhouse. Prior to this date, such functions had been
held in local hotels and at the Ponderosa, John Wardle’s
club. Numbers were restricted to 80 for this first clubhouse
experiment but, overall, the event was deemed a great success
and set the tone for future celebrations.

Apart from the more formal competitions, the club ‘Rollicks’
were by now well established. These informal gatherings
enabled different groups of members, of varying golfing ability,
to get together on week days and at the week ends to play an
informal, but often quite serious round of golf together. This
practice continues today and is a much valued club activity
enabling gentlemen and ladies to get to know and play with
other members of the Club with minimum effort. These
informal groupings sometimes extended to more
social activities.

Finances
The Club’s income, whilst not huge at the start of the period,
increased progressively over time. This improved wealth was
reflected in the club’s financial records. For example,
in 1960 accounts for payment swung between £250 and £740
but by 1968 these had risen to around £2,500. By 1976, this
sum hovered around the £4,000 mark. No doubt some of
this increase was due to inflation but much of it was clearly
attributable to marked increases in both playing and social
activity.
It was in the mid 60s that the thorny matter of ladies’
membership fees was first comprehensively debated.
For some time it had been felt that ladies’ fees should be
brought into line with those paid by gentlemen. In November
1966 and in order to end the discussion once and for all,
a motion to this effect was proposed at a Special General
Meeting. This was roundly defeated resulting in the ladies’ fees
being set at £12 whilst those for their male contemporaries
remained at £18.

Dick Hay’s Saturday Morning Group Photographed
at Their Christmas Party in 1977

Perhaps the most significant financial change in the 70s was
the introduction, on 15 February 1971, of decimal currency to
the UK. History records that the Club adapted to the change
very quickly and with few reported difficulties. Of course, there
were the predictable complaints from some members that bar
prices had been rounded up! In fact, rather than a change in
currency, these price rises were probably due to the economy
entering a much more inflationary period. This was clearly

Back Row: Ralph Sherwin, Stan Allison, Eric, Ken Percival (Club
Secretary), Dick Hay, Eric Chester, Mick Patterson, Tony Smith,
and Rollond. Front Row: Robbie James, Dick Breslin, Tommy Halsall,
Ron Ashford, Bob Baxter.
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It was in the late 60’s that the possible sale of the Clubhouse
was first recorded. Valuations were sought in 1968 and various
companies were approached in the interests of finding an
organisation keen to purchase. Along with this discussion
on the possible sale, debate was beginning to centre on the
renewal of the club’s lease by Doncaster Metropolitan Borough
Council. In order to ensure that the best possible terms were
negotiated, a sub-committee was formed. Following detailed
and protracted deliberation an application was made to the
Council for a 99 year lease for the course.

led to considerable slippage in the planned construction.
Nonetheless, to their great credit, the Committee of the day
persevered and, even though 3 phase electricity could not be
introduced until the following August, the new clubhouse finally
became available for occupation on the 18th of February 1974.
In addition to the new clubhouse, consideration was given
at the time to the building of 2 houses on the course to
accommodate green keeping staff. This matter was raised
several times in committee but there is no record of any action
being taken.

The sale of the Clubhouse was finally agreed in 1971. With
this decision behind them, the Committee then debated the
provision of new facilities for the members. Several local
property development companies were approached and, in
early 1972, the decision was made to appoint an architect at
a fee of £200. Later that year, an offer of £45,000 was received
from Mansfield Brewery Ltd for the Clubhouse as it stood.
Along with this bid came the offer of a 20 year loan of up to
£35,000 at 4% interest. With the cost of the new clubhouse
estimated at £65,000 - £70,000 this met the club’s needs
admirably and triggered a resolution to go ahead with the new
build. Completion was planned for late 1972/early 1973.

Other Activities
It was in the mid 60’s that it was suggested that Wilf Atkinson,
the Club Professional of 11 years’ standing, should be
granted honorary membership of the Club. This was carried
unanimously by the Committee of the day – a decision that
proved to be universally popular within the Club. Later in
the decade, Mr Atkinson expressed the wish to become a
self, rather than club employed professional. This request
was carefully studied but it was not until late 1970 that his
contract as an employee was terminated. Once this had
been done, a new version was produced showing him as a
self-employed professional on a retainer of £15 per week.
This revised agreement, which satisfied all parties, came into
effect in January 1971. Similar arrangements have remained in
force with the club professionals to the present day. Despite
this change, the Professional is often asked to assist the
Committee with administrative matters. One set of committee
minutes in 1965 records the following: ‘It was agreed that the
Professional be asked to inform the gentleman introducing a
lady to the Course on Sunday mornings that this practice was
not welcomed’! How times have changed or have they? There
were also problems at the time with an individual shooting
on the course. Seemingly, several members had come very
close to being hit and, as a result, an interview with the Chief
Constable was sought. The resolution of this particular difficulty
is not recorded but it is understood the Professional spent a lot
of time looking for the ‘villain’.

Even at this very early stage, the development road proved
to be a little rocky. The first plans submitted for the new
clubhouse were considered unsatisfactory and were returned
to the architect with suggestions for their improvement. With
these changes made and after very close scrutiny, the revised
plans were accepted.
The proposal for the building of a new clubhouse on the course
was put to the membership at a Special General Meeting
on 3rd October 1972 and was carried by an ‘overwhelming
majority’. Things moved on rapidly and in January 1973, the
contract for the sale of the original clubhouse was signed.
At the same time, the proposed timetable for the new build
was firmed up as follows:
2 April 1973 - Tenders required.
1 October 1973 - Building completed.

The Club was now benefiting from the donation of several
new trophies. As an additional bonus, the Danum Hotel and
Messrs Ind Coope presented a cup to be played for on an
inter-club basis between Wheatley, Doncaster and Town Moor
Golf Clubs. The format for this competition was agreed in the
mid 1960s when it was decided that individual captains would
select a team to play against the other clubs in an annual match

Mid October 1973 - Official opening.
As is so often the case with such major developments,
obstacles appeared, contracts were queried, promises were not
met and good labour proved difficult to find; these difficulties
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play competition. This format survives to the present day and
the competition for what has become known as the Danum
Cup remains very popular with all the Doncaster clubs.

be extremely good value for aspiring members.
It was in 1970 that the membership committee first introduced
the requirement for a prospective member’s proposer or
seconder to attend the initial interview with him or her.
This has now become a well-established procedure within
the Club and works well.

Surprisingly, the Club did not really move into the high-tech era
until mid 1975 when, to assist the Secretary, a tape recorder
was introduced to committee meetings. Originally, there was
considerable resistance to this move but, clearly, common
sense prevailed and this has resulted in the duty scribe’s job
becoming much easier.

Summary
The 60s and 70s proved to be truly formative years for the Club
with many of the policies introduced at that time remaining
in force until today.

Membership
Membership applications remained healthy throughout the
1960s and 70s with the gentlemen’s playing list reaching its
then agreed maximum of 400. Apart from providing a significant
milestone in the club’s history, this increase in membership
resulted in the first waiting list being opened,
a feature of management that, with a few short temporal gaps,
was retained from then until 2010.

Some of the difficulties that still beset golf clubs across the
board, such as the best way to provide catering services and
how much and what type of entertainment to offer to members
were present in similar measure even then. At the time, as
indeed they are today, what often appeared to be makeshift
solutions were made with these eventually becoming firmly
established as the norm. Probably the only certainty about
these minor irritations is that there is no definitive answer
to any of them.

Inflation notwithstanding, at just £19 per annum including
the entrance charge in the 1960s, the club’s fees proved to

New Member’s (Brian Hallam) Acceptance Form and Letter
1963 – note the ‘personal’ salutation!
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Chapter 9

The Encouraging Eighties
As it had over the previous 50 years, the club’s growth
continued at a steady pace throughout the 1980s.

establishment of a practice chipping and putting area. Jack
Flasby made the original suggestion and it was agreed that
such an area would be constructed on the ‘high side’ of the
practice ground.

The Course

Social Activities

Focus on the Course continued but unauthorised incursions
onto the more remote areas were still causing some
inconvenience. One particular worry was the boundary between
the 3rd, 5th and 6th holes and Hagg Wood. Initially a ditch was
dug but, later, a hawthorn and briar hedge was planted on the
course side of the fence. Despite this positive action, trespass
still occurred on a regular basis. These difficulties were partially
resolved by the enhancement of the natural barrier with some
substantial chain link fencing and barbed wire.

The Club continued to provide excellent social facilities
throughout the decade and, along with more formal functions,
it supported several other social gatherings sponsored by
members. These included jewellery demonstrations, fashion
shows and coffee mornings for the ladies and table tennis
tournaments for all club members. Sequence dancing was
also introduced during 1986; this proved very popular with the
membership.

Other outside agencies also caused the odd dilemma. For
example, the YEB came in for some serious criticism at the
time when they insisted on cutting some of the trees adjacent
to the 3rd green. Seemingly to offset the minor aesthetic
damage caused by this action, Doncaster Council agreed to
plant trees on the verge adjacent to the 10th and 11th holes.
This decision not only provided a natural barrier to the odd bad
shot but also served to inhibit the growth in the number of
itinerants who had been camping in that area.

In those days the Club also provided outstanding entertainment
on Guy Fawkes’ nights. A fire, invariably of impressive
dimensions, was set on the practice ground and this was
invariably supported by an expensive but spectacular firework
display. Sadly, following an attack by vandals that resulted in the
bonfire being lit prematurely, the 5th of November celebrations
were discontinued in the late 1990s. This action, whilst
essential in the light of events, deprived hundreds of local
children of what had always been a very entertaining evening.
The function was re-introduced in 1999 and until 2014 remained
popular. Inevitably, the usual grumbles were heard from
those attending the club’s social functions. One interesting
but enterprising letter from a member enquired as to why a
pint of mixed (mild and bitter) should be 55p when a pint of
bitter at the time was 55p and a pint of mild 53p! Another
complaint was made about ladies playing pool in that part of
the Clubhouse designated as the 19th hole - this problem was
eventually resolved by the 19th being made a gentlemen only
area!

As for the playing surfaces, the rough came in for some close
scrutiny when the greens’ committee agreed that it should be
graded as semi-rough 4”, the next cut 6” and then left ‘wild’!
Fairways were to be cut to a fraction below 1 inch. There is no
record of this administrative action being rescinded but, clearly,
it was.
In the interests of avoiding congestion on the course a new
local rule was introduced that required players to mark their
balls on par 3 holes, particularly the 3rd and 8th, and allow
those behind to strike off. This rule stayed in one form or
another until late 2002. The practice of continuous putting
was also adopted in winter months; this helped to prevent
excessive wear near the holes.

Unsurprisingly, the question of dress in the Clubhouse was also
revisited and, at the time, it was agreed that for a trial period
between the months of May and September casual dress
should be allowed in all areas apart from the dining room.
It was agreed at the same time that gentlemen could wear

It was in 1983 that the Committee considered the
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Finance

tailored shorts with ¾ socks whilst playing on the course but
not in the Clubhouse. As they are today, the dress rules were
sometimes lifted (but only with official committee approval)
for such occasions as country and western evenings
and similar functions.

It was in the early part of the 1980s, that financial matters once
again reared their slightly ugly head with Mansfield Brewery
announcing that they would not approve loans at the 5% rate
then enjoyed by the Club for periods of longer than 10 years.
They would, however, entertain a further application at this rate.
Bereft of other ‘safe’ sources of income, the Club requested
a £12,000 loan to be repaid over a 10-year period at 5%.
A formal offer at these rates was made to the Club in May 1985
with repayments scheduled at £100 per month. Interestingly,
later in the decade and in a dramatic change to the financial
mood, breweries competing for the club’s business were
prepared to offer loans of up to £5,000 interest free. One
brewery offered an interest free loan of £25,000 to be written
off at £20 per barrel!

The clubhouse
It was in the early 80s and at a cost of £400, that an architect
was employed to review a proposed development plan to
cover alterations, extensions and improvements in the design,
protection and enhancement of the fabric of the building.
In 1984 detailed drawings were produced with projected costs,
depending on the level of modification, ranging from £70,000
to £150,000. Once again, the funding of the project (believed
to be up to £45,000 for Phase1) proved difficult. Therefore, it
was agreed that there should be an increase in membership
fees of 10%, to be levied in two 5% increments.

Another factor beyond the club’s control but one that seriously
affected its income over the period was the miners’ strike.
Being located in the middle of a mining area, the club’s bar
and green fee income fell significantly during this period of
turbulence. Fortunately, the resolution of the conflict led to the
club’s finances returning to a more stable and profitable level.

At about the same time, the club car park was scheduled for
resurfacing. Quoted costs ranged from £4,400 to £5,000+ with
white lining costs adding a further £325.
Competitions

Other Activities

It was in August 1981 that the Club hosted the John Carr
Celebrity/Amateur Golf Tournament in aid of Doncaster Town
Cricket Club. A host of big names from the sporting world
attended and played with varying degrees of success. These
included several very famous cricketers form the Yorkshire and
England sides including Freddie Trueman, Brian Close, Chris
Old, Norman Yardley and Ian Botham. Clear winners of the
competition with a score of 127 were the Auckley Homes team
of Yorkshire Vice-Captain Richard Lumb, Wheatley Golf Club
Secretary Ken Percival, P R Bonnington and B Booth.

Probably one of the most rewarding features over time was
the way in which the Club advanced in the 80s. Despite minor
turbulence triggered by changes in catering, green keeping staff
and the Professional during the decade, sensible improvements
in all areas ensured that the Club moved forward at a consistent
and manageable pace.
It was in the mid 1980s that the possibility of purchasing a
computer for the club’s use was first suggested. Following
considerable discussion as to need and use, an Amstrad device
was bought in July 1989. At the time, this new machine and
its associated hardware was insured for £3,000! In early 1989
the decision was made for the Club to purchase a green blazer
for each new Captain. At the same time, it was agreed that
this blazer should be presented to the incoming Captain at the
Annual General Meeting in March of each year. This splendid
‘tradition’ remains until the present day.

In 1983, the opinion of the R&A was sought as to the use of
electric buggies in competitions. Their somewhat surprising
response was that they felt such use would provide a player
with an unfair advantage. However, they were not prepared to
make a ruling at the time. In order that this particular minefield
could be skirted, it was agreed within the Club that the use of
electric buggies would be prohibited in competitions except
for those individuals whose case for such assistance had
been specifically approved by the Committee. This sensible
compromise worked well.
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The Presentation of Silver Salvers to: left to right Harry Skerritt, Bill
Parkes, Arthur Johnson (Captain) and Bernard Sayles
(Photograph Margaret Johnson)

Arthur Johnson at his Captain’s Drive In 1986
(Photograph Margaret Johnson)

Membership
Membership continued to thrive throughout the 80s and the
Club maintained a long waiting list with any vacancy being
taken up in days. In March 1984, Ian Garbutt was first accepted
as a junior member; what a wise decision. His father John
came in, originally as a house member, in the following year.
Later, in 1987, Mr W F (Bill) Parkes completed 50 years
membership of the Club. Bill had served the Club loyally as
a committee member, captain and long term president and
was now in his 90th year. Harry Skerritt (the author of the
‘potted’ club history mentioned earlier) and Bernard Sayles also
passed this significant milestone in the same year. To mark the
occasion, the Captain presented each of these gentlemen with
a silver salver at the 1987 Annual General Meeting.

W F (Bill) Parkes - Club President 1970 – 1990

It was in 1988 that Ken Percival, the club’s long-standing
Secretary, retired from the Committee. Having been in post
for over 23 years Ken was the longest serving secretary in the
club’s history. His contribution was marked at the 1988 Annual
General Meeting with the presentation of an engraved Tantalus.
In 1989, Ken was asked to return to the Secretary’s role to ‘fill
in’ following the illness of the then incumbent.
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Typically, he did so without complaint and, predictably, did an excellent job. It was later, in 1991, that Ken was elected as Vice
President and in 1992/1993 he served as President of the Club and Bernard Sayles also passed this significant milestone
in the same year. To mark the occasion, the Captain presented each of these gentlemen with a silver salver at the 1987 Annual
General Meeting.

The ‘Supervets’ in 1986. Photograph taken to celebrate Bernard Sayles’ 90th Birthday.
Left to Right: Phil Elwiss, Harry Gleadall, Len Smith, Henry Cresswell, Frank Gabbitas, Arthur Johnson (Captain), Les Kitching, Bernard Sayles,
Isaac Otley, Harry Skerritt, Frank Clark, Jackie Kenworthy, Major Scrimshaw, Geoff Gill (Membership Chairman) (Photograph Margaret Johnson)

One other interesting membership item from the period
concerns the double hole in one obtained by Neil and Gary
Pearce in 1982. Neil holed out at the 14th and, within weeks,
Gary did the same at the 3rd. This left young Kevin Pearce
a 13-year old 12 handicapper a little out in the cold. However,
not to be outdone, he joined the hole in one club at the Par
3, 6th hole some 2 months later. Surely it must be a unique
achievement to have three golfing members of a family holing
in one on the same course within 3 months of each other.

Top to bottom: Gary, Neil
and Kevin Pearce.
(Photograph Barbara Pearce)

The 1980s were an encouraging period in the club’s history.
Many minor changes to the course were made. Social activities
were lively throughout, membership was vibrant, finance was
sound and the future looked very rosy.

45

Chapter 10

The Nineties - The Close of the Century
a. Negotiate for a disposal of a long-leasehold interest
in the land.

Social Activities
Without doubt the most important milestone in the club’s
history was passed in 1991 when the decision was made by
the then Committee to bid for the purchase of the freehold of
the course from Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council. Initial
thoughts on the purchase were triggered by the necessity to
renew the standing lend lease arrangements with the Council;
this renewal was due in February 1992. There had been
rumblings for some years but an anticipated significant rise in
the lease rent added weight to the view within the club that
purchase would be a much better option.

b. Continue the existing lease at a revised rent of £15,000+
per annum for 25 years with effect from February 1992.
c. Sell the freehold of the 113 acres of the course
to the Golf Club.
Formal notification of the club’s desire to purchase the freehold
of the course was passed to the Council in August 1991.
As anticipated, their reply offered 4 possible ways forward:
a. Allowing the existing 75 year lease with a 25 year rent
review to continue. The starting rent at the time was
anticipated to be in the region of £19,500.

Initially, Doncaster Council was very much against the
acquisition; indeed, similar requests, made in 1982 and 1988,
had been firmly rejected by them. From correspondence
received at the time they clearly felt that they had 3 viable
options available, the least favourable to them being the sale of
the site. In order of preference to the Authority, these options
were as follows:

b. Surrendering the existing lease and granting a new 99 year
lease at a premium payment in the region of £230,000
followed by the payment of a ‘peppercorn’ rent thereafter.
c. Changing the lease to a 99 year option with a 5 yearly rent
review pattern. Initial rents under this scheme were
estimated at £16,250 per annum.
d. Selling the freehold to the Club for £250,000.
This was considered to be ‘highly unlikely’ at the time.
The Club took advice from a London based firm of property
consultants who recommended that it pursued either the
freehold purchase option or bid for a 125 year lease.
Discussion with the Council continued until December1992
when a further request for the purchase of the freehold of
the course was made. In April 1993, and in the light of strong
resistance within the Council, the Committee was surprised to
receive notification that subject to appropriate conditions for
the use of the 113 acres being met, the request for purchase
would be reconsidered. The bid was eventually put to the
council’s Economic Development Committee on 18 May 1993
and approved.
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On 25 August 1993, in anticipation of the purchase of the
course becoming a reality, an extraordinary general meeting
of club members was held. The only proposal for discussion
was that: ‘the purchase of the freehold of the land comprising
Wheatley Golf Club be financed by interest free loans from
members’. The proposal was debated at length and despite the
odd objection, was carried by a large majority of members. This
agreement resulted in every playing member donating £400 to
the Club on an interest free basis with this sum being returned
only when that member left the Club. In the event of
a member’s death, the £400 would be paid to his or her estate.
The change of ownership of the course for the eventually
agreed sum of £200,000 enabled the Club at last to manage
all its own affairs. Many of the then committee members
had worked extremely hard to achieve this result; not least
Tom Keegan who, at the time, was employed by Doncaster
Metropolitan Borough Council and spent many hours working
on both sides of the fence to achieve a fair and amicable
outcome. His efforts proved to be perhaps the most significant
factor in the purchase of the outstanding golf course that the
members enjoy today.
Other Administrative Developments
In 1995 the Committee agreed on the principal of electing a
club manager/secretary. This decision hung in the air until 1998
when it was given further consideration. In the event, and
following some quite heated debate and a full general meeting
of members, it was accepted by the majority that a full-time
manager/secretary was not required but that a part-time
(mornings only) secretary was needed.

The Agreement Letter from Doncaster Metropolitan
Borough Council (courtesy of Wheatley Golf Club)

The development and improvement of some items of the
club’s real estate were also discussed at the time. The Green
Keepers’ ‘Shed’ featured quite strongly in this review.
The old building was by now beginning to look very tired and,
as a result, a refurbishment/replacement had become
necessary. In the event a decision was made to effect
a complete rebuild.
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The Old Green Keepers’ Shed (Photographs Steve Ibbotson)

The New Green Keepers’ Shed, Workshop and Wash Area
(Photographs Steve Ibbotson)

Once completed, this rebuild enabled the green keeping staff to carry out their duties with much more efficiency than had
previously been possible.
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The Course

period. Several experiments were conducted but, in the main,
things remained as they were.

It was in April 1992 that the Club’s head greenkeeper for the
new Millennium joined Wheatley. Paul Dockerty came to the
Club from Town Moor and took up an appointment as deputy
to Neil Maltby, the club’s then long-standing head greenkeeper.
Paul held this post until 1998 when Neil elected to step aside
and continue in the role of adviser and general greenkeeper.
He finally took full retirement in 2005.

In 1997, plastic balls were placed on the flagsticks to indicate
the general position of the flag on the green. These proved
popular but there was much debate about their colour. Although
perhaps a trivial matter it was eventually agreed that in the
interests of their being as visible as possible, they should be
yellow. In the early part of the Millennium, and following on
from actions taken at other clubs, these balls were removed
and the pin position was indicated by the colour of the flag
in use. Those at the front of the green are now red in colour,
those in the central area are yellow and those in the rear third
of the green are white. This system has remained in force and
has proven to be both popular and effective.

The weather was also having its effect on the course and,
following the very hot summers of 1994 and 1995 and the
resulting grass burn, the fairways were left almost bare. This
precipitated both a smoking ban on the course and a probably
long overdue decision, made in October 1996, to install a full
fairway watering system.

Social Activities

At around the same time, a contribution was received from
Countryside Commission for ‘hedge laying’. This led to the
hedge running between the first fairway and Armthorpe Road
being expertly sculptured. Although it took a long time for the
membership to see the benefits, this work made a considerable
difference to the appearance of the hole. Perhaps more
importantly, the hedge now acts as an excellent barrier for the
odd wayward shot played out to the right!

At this stage in the club’s development, future changes in
‘social’ law were anticipated. The anticipated amendments
resulted in the Committee deciding that the dining room should
be designated as a ‘no smoking’ area when the sliding doors
were closed. This situation was generally well received by the
membership and prevailed until the national smoking ban was
actually introduced in 2007.
Throughout the 90s the Club developed its social activities
and, during this very cheerful stage of its evolution the House
Committee organised at least one function per month. More
importantly, with more disposable income becoming the norm
with club members, all the club’s ‘house’ activities were well
supported.

Fence cutting by vandals continued to be a major problem
in the latter part of the decade. A surveillance camera was
purchased but, almost predictably, thieves cut the fence and
stole the camera lens. Fortunately, perhaps not the brightest
villains around, their faces were clearly visible on the tape
recording that was subsequently handed to the local police!
Other thefts included the loss of memorial benches and a mass
of flags. What possible use these latter items could be put to
is anybody’s guess but such thefts reflected the general
increase in vandalism on and in the vicinity of the course.
It was towards the turn of the Century that the first tee
was modified and moved to its present position. Apart from
straightening out the required tee shot, this change just about
removed the danger of a poorly struck ball landing on the either
on the 7th green or Armthorpe Road.

Club Members
Enjoying the VE Day
50th Anniversary
Celebrations 1995
(Photographs Geoff
Saddler (Captain
1995)

Throughout the period, as in previous decades, there was
considerable discussion about the carry from tee to fairway.
It was felt that some of the more mature members and a
number of the ladies were finding it difficult to reach the
fairways from some of the tees, especially during the summer
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In the latter part of the decade, consideration was given to
allowing club members to use credit cards in the Clubhouse
with a 1.5% charge levied for such use. In the event, it was
decided that the administrative effort required to support
the introduction of credit card facilities would not prove cost
effective; therefore, the idea was shelved. Use of credit and
debit cards was not allowed in the club until some 10 years
later in 2008.

The official opening of the new dining room took place in 1998
and was conducted by Steve Ibbotson, the Club Captain, who
broke the tape surrounding the area using a giant driver.

As with most golf clubs, finances and the club budgets were
at best variable as the Millennium approached. Green fee
income was very healthy (£75,000 in 1999 against a forecast
figure of £60,000) and members’ fees were raised in line
with inflation. Nonetheless, being a not for profit organisation,
budgeting throughout the period was tight.
Other Activities
In 1989, Ian Garbutt won the English Amateur Match Play title.
Later, in 1990, his handicap was reduced to +2 and in August
of that year he was accepted as a lifetime honorary member
of the Club. Later, Martin Haddock won the Sheffield Union
Match Play Championship in 1995 with Steve Fox winning the
Sheffield Union Open Championship in the same year.

Steve Ibbotson, 1998 Captain, Opening The New Dining Room
(Photograph The Star)

In the same year, extensive repairs to the clubhouse roof were
carried out at a cost of £24,000.
It was around this time that the seemingly perennial problem
of dress in the public rooms of the Clubhouse was raised
once again. As in every decade of the club’s development,
the question as to whether or not to allow gentlemen to wear
shorts in the Clubhouse was once again revisited. Several
possible amendments to the rule were suggested but none
were accepted. As a result the rule remained as ‘shorts
permitted on the Course but not in the Clubhouse’.

Jack Cross (Captain 1996) (Centre) with Finalists on Captain’s
Finals’ Day (Photograph Doug Pears)

Finance
Finance and its provision remained a constant concern. With
this in mind and in addition to the massive change brought
about by the purchase of the course, it was agreed that new
members could, if they so desired, pay 50% of their joining fee
with their annual subscription with the remaining 50% to be
paid within 12 months.
Dave Barnes (Captain 1997)(Centre) with Finalists on Captain’s
Finals’ Day (Photograph Doug Pears)
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It was in September 1990 that, very sadly, the Club lost the
services of W F (Bill) Parkes who died following illness. Bill had
been a stalwart of the Club and a sterling supporter of every
aspect of its activities for many years. Indeed, his contribution
over time was arguably second only to that made by Arthur
Thomson earlier in the club’s development.
Summary
The 1990s had proven to be perhaps the most significant
decade of the club’s existence. Membership had expanded,
competitions had been refined and, much more importantly,
ownership of the club’s primary asset, the golf course, had
passed from Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council to the
club membership. This left the Club very well set to enter the
new Millennium.
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Chapter 11

The First Decade of the 21st Century
The Course

early 2000s that, individually, might have appeared minor but,
collectively, had a significant impact on both the appearance
and playability of the course. For example, the first tee was
raised; steps were installed to the rear of the 16th Tee; a new
ladies’ tee was built on the 8th hole. In addition in order to
conform with health and safety legislation, new safety notices
were erected on the 13th and 16th tees and in the vicinity
of the 8th green.

In the late 1990s, as it had in every decade of its history,
the Club continued to concentrate on the development of the
course; this improvement was sustained into the early part
of the new Millennium. The primary objective remained as
originally set out i.e. to maintain a golfing facility in the area
that was second to none. Several changes were made in the

The Course From the Air 2007 (Photograph Alan Wright)

The club’s forward-looking tree planting policy, which had been in place almost since inception, had paid off in every way. The
course was by now very attractive indeed with trees and bushes ranging in type, age and size throughout the playing area. Never
is this attractiveness more evident than in the Spring and Autumn of each year when the trees assume their brightest colours and
act as a perfect back drop to the course.
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Autumn Trees on the 17th Hole Photographed a Week Apart in 2007

Autumn 2011
Later in the decade, under the guidance of Peter Sumner the then Chairman of the Greens’ Committee, significant changes to the
playing area were made. New bunkers were introduced on the 2nd, 4th, 5th and 7th holes with others on the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 6th
and 13th moved or replaced. These changes made the course much more of a challenge to golfers of all handicaps.
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The Re-designed Bunkers On the 5th and 13th - June 2007

In October 2008, the 14th green was extensively modified.
The ‘temporary’ putting surface was removed and, prior to
replacement, a slope was introduced at the rear of the main
green. At the same time, largely because of damage being
caused by their roots, several trees behind the green were
removed.

The New Bunkers Across the 7th Fairway - November 2007

Renovation of the Temporary Green on the 14th
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The New Slope at the Rear of the 14th
Sadly, the Club suffered badly over the period from stolen
benches. These were replaced and their installation was
made considerably more robust than had previously been the
norm. These stronger benches, most of which were funded
by members or their families, were completed in 2003 by
Mick Collinson. They were erected on the 3rd (Mick Kilhoury’s
family), the 12th (Brian Smith’s family), the 14th (Mike Butler)
and the 17th (Jim Smith). Whilst some of these benches have
been damaged by mindless vandals over the years, they still
provide a welcome rest facility for the playing membership.
Other more conventional memorial benches have been
provided in memory of Fred and Joyce Sumner, Ron Smith, Bill
Cooke and David Jones (both past Captains), George and Anita
Davis, Reg Lawson, Jim Tustin and, again, Brian Smith.
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option had to be found. As no replacement was available, a
specialist repair tool was purchased and any refurbishment
necessary was carried out by green keeping staff. This resulted
in the fence damage problem virtually disappearing.
In the early part of the decade, several changes in the Local
Rules were introduced. For example, it was agreed that during
winter months, a ball could be lifted without penalty from
the tractor paths. However, it was not until December 2003,
and following much discussion and considerable argument
at committee level, that the facility for a ‘free drop’ from all
tractor paths on the course throughout the playing season
became the norm. Although less popular with the then
Competitions’ Committee, this change was welcomed by the
playing members. It was also around this time that the use of
mats on the fairway during winter months was introduced. The
alternative solution, pegging up, had been tried but as divots
were still taken this had proven ineffective in protecting the
playing surfaces. In later years, the club alternated between
these protective measures. Tee mats were also introduced on
the par 3 holes; their popularity varied amongst members but
they did serve to protect the main tees in the ‘off season’. As
some visitors were not prepared to use such protective devices
and took their golfing business elsewhere, an unwelcome
penalty associated with the use of fairway mats was the loss of
green fee income during winter months.

The Memorial Bench on the 8th

During the summer season the provision of water is an
absolute essential on any golf course. The weather has a
significant effect on the condition of the Course and the
prolonged dry spells such as those experienced in 2001 and
2002 proved a particular worry. Unlike many other golf clubs
Wheatley is blessed with having its ‘own’ bore hole from
which it had been agreed that the club could take a maximum
allowance of 2,000,000 gallons per annum. But during the
dry spell in the early part of the new century, problems were
experienced with the pump used to extract this water. Pending
repair or replacement, an application was made to Yorkshire
Water to increase output to 4,000,000 gallons using an external
pump. Unfortunately, this request was refused, necessitating
the use of mains water; this cost the Club around £200 per
night in the driest spells. The financial uncertainty generated by
such unexpected outlay triggered the reinstatement of a small
contingency fund held in reserve solely to meet unanticipated
or emergency expenditure.

The New Bench on the 11th Hole

Throughout this decade, trespass on the Course continued
to cause irritation. Whilst most of this was perpetrated by
youngsters who caused little or no harm, some individuals were
using the course as a cut through from Doncaster to Armthorpe
and significant damage was being done to boundary fences
by people climbing over and, in some cases, cutting through
them. More worrying was the affect on the Course of some
trespassers stealing young trees, presumably in order to sell
them on. The services of Doncaster Police were sought and
for a while police dog handlers patrolled the course on a
random basis. This helped significantly and, for a considerable
time, no further damage was reported. Despite this period of
relative calm, the integrity of the boundary fence continued
to cause concern. For many years, a local tradesman had
managed repairs to this fence. When he died in 2002, another
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Other External Furniture

It was in 2002/2003 that the halfway house, now so much
an integral part of the competition and social life of the Club,
was erected. The largest part of the costs of the building and
associated electrical work was taken from the profits of a proam day organised by the Club Professional, Steve Fox.
The building was just about completed in time for the Captain’s
Drive-In for the 2003 season, with finishing touches added by
June of that year.

In order to provide the best possible guide for members as
to what was happening on the Course, the Club installed an
order of play board close to the first tee. Apart from offering
an excellent guide as to the number of visitors who could be
expected to play the Course on a particular day, this board also
indicated forthcoming major club events, thereby providing an
excellent aide memoir for the membership.

The Club’s Information Board

The Halfway House
The Updated Version June 2013
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some sensible discussion and planning, the out of bounds
markers adjacent to the Armthorpe Road boundary were
brought in and the fairway was extended considerably on its
left edge. Although these changes went a long way towards
solving the problem but it was still possible to hit a badly struck
ball towards the road. Players just had to hope that such a
wayward shot did not fly too far!
In 2005, Mrs Olwen Evans donated £400 to the Club; this sum
was used to install spectacular lighting in the lake close to the
18th green and to improve the spray from the fountain in this
water hazard. Sadly, but almost inevitably, the operating pumps
for this fountain were both sabotaged and stolen on several
occasions. Nonetheless, the feature remained an attractive
feature of the course. The addition of a life belt at the edge
of the hazard provided both safety cover and protection under
health and safety regulations.
Pro Am Team 2003 L to R Malcolm Sykes (Captain 2002), Terry
Burdock (Captain 2004 and President 2007/08), Ben McAllister
(Assistant Professional) and Mike Butler Captain 2003)

Another stylish addition to the course was provided by the
introduction of ‘tombstone’ markers at each of the tees.
Seventeen of these were sponsored by local businesses, with
that on the first tee presented by Tony Greenwood, the Club
Captain in 2005.

The Lighting Installed in the Water Hazard at the 18th Hole
(Photograph Terry Burdock)

The ‘Tombstones’ at the 1st and 16th Tees

Yet again, in the early part of the decade, the second hole
proved troublesome. This was largely because of the number
of wayward balls hit by members and visitors out onto
Armthorpe Road. In late 2003, following damage to several
vehicles, a detailed investigation was set in train. The
committee’s preferred solution was to turn the hole into a
minor dog-leg; however, the course layout made this very
difficult. Following a protracted investigation from which spilled
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The Clubhouse

Because of its small size, the club’s practice ground was always
considered to be inadequate. Despite this, it has been a facility
used regularly by members and visitors alike. In late 2009, with
funds donated by the juniors’ section, a netted driving area was
installed on the edge of the area close to the 16th Green and
17th tee.

In the interests of visible improvement, Jim Smith, the Club
Captain in 1970 and president in 2005/2006 purchased and had
installed an external clubhouse clock. This clock had ceased to
be reliable; therefore, Jim, very kindly, offered to replace it at
his expense. The new clock now accurately displays both the
time and Jim’s total commitment to the Club.

The New Driving Range Facility

It was in September 2007 that the Club introduced a much
welcomed compressed air blower for the cleaning of shoes and
trolleys. This was installed close to the Clubhouse and served
to tidy up the cleaning process of both shoes and trolleys,
thereby avoiding grass and course debris being walked into
the locker rooms.

The Club Clock Donated by Jim Smith

It was in 2003 that the provision of a trophy cabinet was first
suggested by Terry Burdock, the then House Chairman and
Vice Captain. Following considerable discussion as to location
and cost, it was decided that Terry should investigate further,
obtaining quotations for the work and bringing his findings back
to committee for final approval. Fund raising for the cabinet was
set in train and further research was conducted at other golf
clubs. Terry’s hard work was finally rewarded in 2004 when
the new cabinet was installed.

The Compressed Air Cleaner

The Trophy Cabinet Installed in Late 2004
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Other Developments

in the Club and following a special general meeting called by the
membership, these slots were returned to general use. Another
irritation stemming from the production of such excellent
parking facilities was an almost inevitable increase
in the number of coaches and other ‘for hire’ vehicles parking
and picking up passengers in the area. Visitors to the Rugby
Club were also using the bottom end of the car park near
the green keeper’s shed. This problem was at least partially
resolved by the posting of clamping notices on the walls
adjacent to the entrance of the car park.

In 1999 the Committee investigated the installation of a
new car park entrance, complete with a decorative wall; the
approximate cost at the time was £25,000. Discussion on the
affordability of this innovation moved to and fro over a long
period but the final decision to build what is now acknowledged
to be an excellent wall at the entrance to the Club was made
in July 2003. Club member and builder Mick Moss had
produced the most competitive quotation and his work
commenced in December 2003. The wall was completed
before the Annual General Meeting in March 2004.
It was also in 2003 that the Club first introduced the legally
required disabled car parking spaces outside the Clubhouse.

The Club Clock Donated by Jim Smith

The Car Park Entrance and Wall

In 2005, both as a compliment to the wall and as a development
necessity, the car park was completely resurfaced.
The refurbishment included 6 slots designated for members
of the Committee. This action caused considerable friction

The Finished Car Park 2006
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The Patio Awning and Furniture Installed in Early 2008

Social Activities

In 2005/2006 a new diesel tank was installed in the vicinity of
the green keepers’ shed. The total installation cost was £1300
+ the cost of the base and necessary electrical work.

Entertainment for club members continued throughout the
early part of the first decade of the Millennium with the House
Committee providing a varied and high quality programme.
A new dance floor (the old one was showing serious signs of
wear) had been put down in October 1999 in preparation for
proposed Millennium celebrations. As they had previously,
the Annual Dinner Dance, End of Season Ball, Gala Night,
Christmas Day functions and the New Year’s Eve Ball continued
to be well supported. In addition, Sunday lunches proved to
be a significant draw and were usually over subscribed.

In early 2005, the club had one of its tractors stolen from the
area around the green keepers’ shed. The tractor was never
recovered but its theft led to the investigation of the fitting of
tracker devices to all the remaining green keeping equipment.
The change in smoking laws introduced in 2007 meant that
those members who smoked could no longer do so within the
confines of the Clubhouse. Initially, they were allowed to use
both the back patio and the entrance area; however, because
of their position and the amount of litter that appeared in the
form of cigarette ends, matches and the like, it was felt that
such locations were inappropriate. Anxious to provide the
best facilities available, the Committee agreed in 2008 that
an awning should be erected over the patio. This sensible,
compromise solution provided for those members who smoked
both an acceptable area for their use and some protection from
the elements for them; the change also enabled the smoking
area to be kept tidy. The cost of the awning and associated
patio furniture was met following a significant contribution from
the club’s brewery supplier Mathew Clark. This company’s
generosity facilitated an excellent compromise solution to what
could have become a difficult problem.

As it had been several times in the past, the club’s dress code
was again actively debated throughout the 1990s and the early
part of the New Millennium. In September 2005, the ‘Smart
Casual’ mode of dress for social events that had become the
norm in 2003, was removed as an acceptable compromise only
to be re-introduced in 2006. In a further development in 2009
a decision, contentious for some, was made by the Committee
to allow gentlemen to wear shorts in the Clubhouse.
One of the long established social functions held throughout
the 80s, 90s and into the new Millennium has been the Past
Captains’ Dinner. This, twice yearly function, often organised
by Jack Cross a past captain and president, has always been
very well supported. The evening comprises a formal but light61

hearted dinner to which all past captains and their ladies are
invited. The serving Captain and his lady are also invited
as guests. In 2008, it was decided to celebrate the April dinner
by having a photograph taken of all those attending. Fortunately,
the club was able to call upon the photographic skills of Philip
Bramhald. Philip, a long standing member and a keen and very
professional photographer, had taken and printed many of
the photographs of the Captains displayed in the Clubhouse.
Inevitably, his effort with the past captains’ photograph
was excellent.

As mentioned earlier, on most weekends throughout this
first decade of the new Century, the club’s house committee
offered entertainment of a very high standard with discos, live
groups and other entertainers provided for the enjoyment of
all members. In 2007, the costs of this entertainment became
a problem and, as a result, everyone attending the Club was
charged a fixed sum (at the time £3) to offset the costs.
Whilst not universally popular, this measure enabled such
entertainment to be continued. Another feature of the club’s
entertainment scene was the ‘Sportsmen’s Dinner’.
This annual event offered an excellent dinner evening, usually
with the support of a good comedian and an after dinner
speaker. Profits from these functions were contributed to the
juniors’ support fund. Other, more formal, occasions such
as the ‘Meet the Captain’, Summer and End of Season Balls
remained very popular and were invariably well supported.
Administration
As the Club moved into the new Millennium, it was felt that
its flag, which was looking very tired, needed to be replaced.
Quotes were obtained for £345 for a single flag, and £1,220
for a set of 10. Sensibly, the Committee elected to take the
latter option but such incidental expenditure, although very
worthwhile, often proved to be a significant drain on the club’s
financial resources.

The Past Captains in April 2008: Back Row Left to Right: Denis Elliott
(1976), Ken Pitts (1983), Laurie Sheffield (2000), Jack Cross (1996),
Tony Bellas (2006), Derek Smith (2008), Pat Farnon (1993), Dave
Bowker (1992), Dave Barnes (1997), Steve Ibbotson (1998), Phil
Poppleton (2007), Mike Butler (2003), Tom Keegan (1973), Front Row
Left to Right: Terry Crumpton (1975), Jim Smith (1970), Terry Burdock
(2004), John Wilkinson (1982), Malcolm Sykes (2002),
Geoff Saddler (1995).

The Past Captains and Their Ladies April 2008
(Photographs Phil Bramhald)

The Past Captains and Their Ladies April 2008
(Photographs Phil Bramhald)
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Modern communications and the perceived need for everyone
to own and use a mobile telephone encouraged several
companies to approach the Club with requests for the
installation of a telecommunications site on the course. Whilst
such a development was likely to produce significant financial
advantages for the Club, it was felt that these were
far outweighed by the potential penalties associated with such
a new build; therefore, all these requests were politely refused.
The Committee did however accept that mobile telephones
were here to stay and that some rules concerning them needed
to be set in place. Again, after protracted discussion, it was
agreed that such devices could be carried on the course to
cover emergencies but they were to be switched off. They
could be carried ‘switched on’ in the clubhouse but any
conversation thought necessary was to be conducted outside
the lounge and bar area.

of food and bar facilities and the members’ apparent desire for
a virtually 24 hour service at the lowest possible price. It was
in early 2001, mainly in the hope of meeting almost incessant
demand, that the club’s first excursion into franchised catering
was mooted.
The long-standing ‘employed’ Steward and Stewardess, Mr
and Mrs Green (known to all affectionately as Howard and
Jan), had decided to leave the Club and this presented an ideal
opportunity to take on what were effectively self-employed
catering staff. Interviews were conducted and new caterers
were duly appointed. Unfortunately, as they decided to leave in
June 2002, their period of tenure was fairly short. Nonetheless,
the franchising ‘experiment’ was considered worth pursuing
and a new steward and stewardess were taken on. The bar
was retained exclusively as a club asset. The new franchisees
remained at the Club for 3 years until 2004 when, after a brief
but turbulent period of ‘in house’ catering, they were replaced
by yet another couple. This latest team provided excellent
service but left the Club in 2006. At this point catering reverted
to being an in house responsibility with the cooking and serving
staff moving on to the club’s payroll. In 2007 a new chef, was
recruited. He proved to be an excellent choice but, although
producing catering of the highest standards, he remained only
until late 2008. More turbulence ensued until mid 2009 when
a new part franchised, part employed team was recruited. With
this change, catering stabilised until the end of the decade.

Later, in April and June 2007, the office was significantly
enhanced by the employment on a full time basis of Mrs Sue
Foy and Mrs Julie Marshall. With these two ladies on board,
the office was run in a very efficient fashion and became an
information and advisory hub for both members and visitors
alike that was second to none.
In mid 2009 the then head greenkeeper, Paul Dockerty,
resigned as a playing member. It was agreed in committee at
the time that he should be allowed to play golf on weekdays
out of work hours and on weekends, with the members’ guest
green fee charged for such rounds.

Finance

In 2009, the role of the Club Trustees was raised in Committee.
Originally, and in accordance with club rules, it was intended
that these 4 trustees, when authorised by a General Meeting
of the Club or the Committee could take on, lease or otherwise
acquire any land or property whatsoever. They also had the
power to build or rebuild on, alter, sell, exchange, lease,
mortgage, charge or otherwise deal with the land or property
of the Club. It was discussed in committee that these trustees
should be rotated ‘every few years’. In the event and following
further investigation into the club’s trust document and
discussion with the club’s solicitors, it was agreed that the
status quo would be maintained.

In 2002, early consideration had been given to the introduction
of a ‘swipe’ card system for the use of club members. A small
sub-committee was established and work progressed on
the card and the facilities it would provide for nearly 2 years.
Some 40 other clubs that used such cards were contacted
and their advice was very carefully analysed. In March 2004,
a notice was published for the membership explaining the
detail of the project and the two companies competing for the
club’s business. Feedback was invited and collated and a full
presentation was made on the subject in April 2004. Although
there was some resistance to the introduction of this type
of card the membership eventually agreed by a large majority
to accept the proposed system; it finally came into use in
January 2005 and, with minor interruptions, has run very
successfully since.

Catering
As with most golf clubs, catering and its provision posed
ongoing problems. The primary difficulty seemed to be that a
compromise had to be found between cost effective production

Inevitably, green fees were also the subject of much
discussion. At the time, the Club charged £15 for a member’s
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The Sheffield Union

guest to play the course. This was considered excessive
by much of the membership and following several requests,
was reduced to £10 bringing the charge more or less in line
with other clubs in the Sheffield Union. In 2009, this sum was
raised to £18.

Matches in the Sheffield Union League remained very popular
within the Club. These competitions offered the opportunity
for the club’s better players to get involved in amateur golf at
close to the highest level. All matches were played off scratch
and even though several of the club’s top players played off low
single figures, the Wheatley team managed to acquit itself well,
often against scratch players and those in the ‘plus’ handicap
area. The Club Team suffered mixed fortunes in the early part
of the Century playing in both the first and second divisions of
the league. However, in 2008, the team’s hard work, dedication
and excellent play were rewarded by their being promoted back
to the First Division of the competition.

In 2007 and in order to ease the burden on members of having
to pay their membership fees in full immediately after the
Christmas period, the Committee agreed that such fees could
be paid in 2 instalments with 40% becoming due in January
of each year and the remaining 60% in April. This sensible
compromise was well received by the membership at large
and despite a reversal of the required amounts because of the
club’s expenditure patterns i.e. with 60% due in January and
the remaining 40% in April, the system has remained in force
and is popular with the membership.

Membership

In 2009, the Committee was forced to return to the
membership for a further injection of capital; as a result, each
member donated £125 to the Club in a bid to stabilise its
finances. A further bid by the Committee for an additional sum
was presented in November 2009 but this was refused by the
membership. This refusal set in train a complete re-appraisal
of the club’s operation.

Membership at the turn of the Century, having stabilised at 404
gentlemen, 101 ladies, 51 juniors and 159 house members,
was very healthy. The Club also found itself in the comfortable
if slightly frustrating position of having a very long waiting list.
Because of this, a letter poll was sent out to all prospective
members asking whether or not they wished to remain on the
list for what was by now likely to be a 3 to 4 year wait. Replies
led to a reduction in this list of around 60%. Membership
remained healthy well into the new Millennium. However,
in 2008/2009 the Club suffered more than 50 resignations.
The reasons for these departures were many and varied but,
inevitably, they resulted in a marked reduction in the club’s
waiting list and projected income.

Competitions
Even though costs were higher than originally anticipated,
it was agreed in 1999 to introduce a new computer; this
enabled members to enter their own competition scores.
Initially, the installation of this device caused considerable
consternation amongst those club players who were not
computer literate; however, familiarity eventually breeds a level
of self-confidence and even the greatest dinosaurs eventually
accepted this method of recording scores. With everyone
coming off the course at the same time, shotgun starts did
pose a minor difficulty but with patience this was overcome.
Later developments provided a touch screen system that
proved to be very popular with those less familiar with using
computers. In 2008 and in keeping with this emergence into
the electronic sunlight, the competitions handbook was put
onto the club’s computer system.

In January 2004 Colin Blount, an ex president and captain, and
Norman Buckley a sterling supporter of the Club resigned as
playing members. In recognition of their services to the Club
over many years, these gentlemen were offered and accepted
honorary house membership. Sadly, they both departed this life
very soon afterwards.
Other Matters
In 2002, the club’s rules were updated by the then Vice-Captain.
Using the experience and advice offered by Jim Smith and
Colin Blount, two of the club’s most senior ‘worthies’, these
rules were completely rewritten. They were offered to the
membership for approval and accepted at the Annual General
Meeting in March 2003. In order to keep things current,
changes in club administration and their supporting regulations
are now updated by regular amendments to these rules.

Early in 2008, the Club received a request from Hickleton Golf
Club to resurrect the previously regular annual competitive
fixture between the clubs. It was agreed that this should be
done with the first match under the new regime to be played
at Hickleton in the summer of 2008.
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Summary

It was suggested in 2003 that a management sub-committee
should be set up with the objective of reviewing club policy
decisions prior to these being put to the General Committee.
This particular idea was passed to and fro over a protracted
period but, in 2005, it was eventually agreed that such a change
was unnecessary.

The first decade of the new century proved to be significant in
the development of Wheatley Golf Club. Considerable changes
were made in and around the Club House, on the Course and
in internal management structures. In general, these changes
were well managed and set the Club up for its advancing
centenary celebrations.

In the autumn of 2002, the Club suffered another spate of
problems with a man exposing himself to ladies in the vicinity
of the 6th Tee. Whilst most of our lady members made light
of the situation, this behaviour proved very embarrassing for
some. The local police were informed and following concerted
effort on their part, the individual concerned was arrested.
Although seemingly of minor importance it was decided early
in the decade that the design of the club tie would be updated.
The Vice-Captain was tasked with obtaining specimen ties from
a variety of manufacturers. The new tie was introduced in late
2005. At the same time, the need for a specific captain’s tie
was dropped and, although contentious, it was decided that
the incumbent would wear the standard club tie.

The Recommended Club Tie (2005)

It was in early 2008 that, after several attempts, the Club
established its own website at
www.wheatleygolfclub.co.uk. At the same time, following
the administrative problems caused by previous computer
failure and theft, a back up computer site remote from the Club
was set up.
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Chapter 12

The Centenary Approaches
Introduction

ad hoc basis from within the club membership. Following on
from some excellent work done by Mrs Barbara Morton and Mr
Paul Elwis over a protracted period of time, Mrs Sue Foy was
promoted from her administrative role within the club to the
new post of full-time Office Manager. This change added
a progressive increase to her workload but was used with a
view to her eventually taking over the task of full-time Club
Manager. Initially, she took on liaison and executive duties
associated with public relations, bar and catering management
and the club’s social programme. In so doing she centralised
and made much more effective what had in the past been
separate roles within the Club Committee. In May 2011 Mrs
Foy resigned from her role and the Club was obliged to go back
to the market to find a new administrative manager. Two ladies
were interviewed with Samantha Malson being the choice
made by the members of the Employment Committee.
The Club Committee endorsed this choice and Ms Malson took
up post as the Club Manager in mid 2011. She was joined in
the club office in February 2012 by Tracey Maxey. Ms Malson’s
employment was terminated in the summer of 2013 when
Greg Willcocks took over the role, initially on a temporary basis.
He was later confirmed as Club Manager late in August 2013.

The year 2010 heralded the start of a very difficult period for
the Club. Membership was down, replacements were difficult
to find, finances were in a perilous state, the course was not
at its best and the membership was resisting the committee’s
proposed solutions to the problems.
Finance
Financially, the Club entered the new decade with serious
worries as to its future. The global financial situation was
fraught and because of this and a variety of other reasons,
over 60 members had resigned. At the time the club’s waiting
list could not compensate for this reduction in numbers. With
income down and a refusal on the part of the membership
to support further fee increases, the Club found itself in a very
difficult economic position. Much discussion centred around
the need to remove the club’s joining fee (£1000 in 2010).
Other clubs in the area had taken this step but it was not
yet known whether or not such a radical change had been
successful for them. In the event and in order to assist with
getting the Club back on a stable financial footing whilst
avoiding the phenomenon of transient golfers, the joining fee
was retained, albeit at a reduced level of £600 payable over
a period of 3 years; in addition the Committee was forced to
constrain its spending. However, with membership increasing
rapidly in the second half of the year, it was suggested that
the £600 joining fee be raised back to £1000. Following
considerable discussion at all levels, it was agreed that this
charge should be kept at the £600 level payable over 3 years.
This compromise was clearly successful as, towards the end
of October 2011, the Club had struggled back to full
membership.

In June 2010 it was believed that the new Equalities Act 2010
was likely to have a significant and detrimental affect on the
club’s membership structure. The introduction of the new
law, planned for October 2010 with full effect listed for April
2011, made any form of discrimination illegal. At first sight,
the new law would make such things as the club’s discounted
fees schedule for those who were aged over 65 years and had
been members of the Club for more than 25 years unlawful. It
also, in theory anyway, made illegal the provisions within the
club rules for 80 year old members to benefit from free golf
on payment of a house member’s fee. Advice was taken from
the National Golf Clubs’ Advisory Association (NGCAA). This
body was convinced that the legislation was water-tight and
would force golf clubs to do away with any and all discount
arrangements directly linked to age.

Administration
Following the 2010 Annual General Meeting, one very
significant management change was made with the club’s
General Committee being reduced from 16 members to a
management committee of just 8. It was planned that day-today support for the new committee would be canvassed on an
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In August 2010, the Government Equalities’ Office in an
apparent rethink, advised that because of the introduction
of secondary legislation, a change in the law relating to age
related discounts had been put on hold until 2012.
A consultation process would be commenced in August 2010
and the proposed secondary legislation debated in 2011 with
a view to its introduction in 2012. Clubs were then advised
by the NGCAA that possible changes in the law could mean
that reductions in subscriptions for the over 65s might be
permissible without the need for objective justification.
In the event, and largely because of the Club’s increasingly
fragile financial situation, the Management Committee decided
to remove all reductions for those aged between 65 and 80.
Those members aged over 80 moved from free golf to paying
15% of the set annual fee. Initially, there was considerable
resistance to these changes with some members resigning
in protest; however, within a short period of time the situation
stabilized.
The Course
It was in the 2009/2010 season that a progressive programme
of bunker improvement was commenced. This involved the
restructuring of some bunkers and the replacement of sand
in others. The plan was that over time all the bunkers on the
course would be improved.
In early 2010, the head green keeper left the Club and
recruitment procedures for a replacement were commenced.
Over 30 applications were received from all over the world
with a total of 8 applicants short-listed for interview. In late
September 2010 the Club welcomed its new head green
keeper Roger Stillwell. Roger had previously been employed by
the PGA and had considerable experience with a variety
of European clubs and courses. He commenced his
employment at the Club on the 28th of October making
an immediate impact. Certainly, the membership noted
considerable improvements in both the condition and
presentation of the Course.

The Practice Nets Installed in February 2010

Another innovation was the introduction of practice nets
adjacent to the 1st Tee. These nets were paid for out of juniors’
funds and, although reservations were expressed by some
about their location, they proved a very welcome addition
to the club’s facilities.
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As part of the ongoing development plan, improvements to
the bunkers around the course were started in late 2011. The
extinct bunker to the right of the 7th fairway was brought back
to life and the others in that area were modified.

The Reduced Water Level in the Water Hazard on the 18th Hole
Bunker Modification on the 7th Hole

In early November 2011, the water hazard on the 18th posed
a few problems when it became obvious that it was leaking.
Investigation showed that the leak emanated from the pipe
feeding the recycling waterfall. One amusing consequence of
this fault was the number of balls that became apparent as the
water drained away – clearly, the hazard was doing its job well!
Repair work was started almost immediately and the hazard
was returned to its former glory by mid November 2011.
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In April 2011, the Club Captain John Dewsnap and his wife Chris instigated and very kindly paid for the installation of a new patio
area adjacent to the Clubhouse. Funding for the patio furniture was provided by the membership and their guests through income
generated by raffles held at club matches and other social occasions in May and June 2011. The facility came into full use
in late May 2011.

The New Patio and Furniture
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Out of Bounds
Apart from changes in the rules of play around this time, the
course layout remained largely unchanged. In 2011, a large part
of the practice area was put out of bounds for a trial period.
This affected play on the 16th, 17th and, to a minor extent,
the 12th holes. At the behest of the Competitions’ Committee,
this restriction was partially lifted in November 2011 but was
put back in place in early 2012. In addition, the area to the right
of the 2nd fairway that had been out of bounds for a number
of years was brought back into play. As noted earlier, this
particular restriction had been introduced following several
incidents where balls had been driven onto Armthorpe Road
causing damage to vehicles. The hole had been realigned and
as a result no further damage had occurred. With this in mind,
it was felt that this constraint could be lifted albeit with careful
monitoring in place.
Pathways
Following on from the damp winter of 2011, the course
suffered badly from damaged pathways particularly around the
Clubhouse and in the area of the 9th and 18th greens.
In the interests of improving both appearance and functionality
it was agreed in late 2011 to block pave all the paths in
this area. Work commenced in early February 2012 and
was completed by the end of that month. The resulting
improvements drew very favourable comment from members
and visitors alike. Apart from the aesthetic improvement, this
change also improved safety under foot in the vicinity. Weighed
against this improvement was the slightly increased danger
of a ball bouncing off the paving in the vicinity of the Clubhouse
and causing damage or injury. In the event, although one or two
balls did hit the dining room windows in the early days,
as members became more aware of the dangers associated
with such hard surfaces and played away from them, this
problem virtually ceased.

The Block Paving and Its Development
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Other Improvements

Catering

Fortunately, the Club has always been well served by a
dedicated group of members willing to offer their own time
to improve the appearance of the Course. For example, Dave
Barnes, the Club Captain in 1997, was regularly to be seen
assisting the green keeping staff in clearing the paths around
the course. In addition, the Ladies’ Section, under the guidance
of the Ladies’ Captain Lesley Wood, spent considerable time
and money in 2012 clearing and refurbishing many of the flower
and heather beds around the course, particularly those in the
vicinity of the Clubhouse and adjacent to the first tee.

As with most golf clubs at this time, catering continued to pose
difficulties for the club’s administrators. The inevitable divide
between the members’ desire for extended catering facilities
at a very low price and the services that the club’s caterers
were prepared or, indeed, able to provide became much more
evident in 2010. The Club had by now moved to a partially
franchised catering regime, paying the caterers a retainer
whilst providing appropriate utilities and the club residential
accommodation in return for a full catering service. In the
event, and despite taking all profits from their endeavours,
‘19 Cuisine’, the caterers at the time, struggled to make
ends meet. As a result, catering hours were reduced. This
led to considerable frustration amongst the membership and
in August 2010, ‘19 Cuisine’ offered their resignation to the
Committee with a view to leaving the Club in November of that
year. Recruitment procedures for new caterers commenced
almost immediately. Having tried just about every format for
franchised catering, it was agreed that the best way forward
would be to employ a steward and stewardess, with costs
being charged against the club’s balance sheet.
In the event, and following a comprehensive interview
programme, Robert and Margaret Young, late of Ashby Decoy
Golf Club were taken on. It was decided that the Club would
be better placed with Robert running the kitchen as a selfemployed caterer with Margaret joining the club’s staff as bar
manager. This proved to be a highly successful compromise
and, almost immediately, the club’s social activity improved.
Robert proved to be a first class caterer and Margaret ran the
club bar very efficiently. These improvements, combined with
the dramatic changes in the playing area brought about by
Roger Stillwell’s attention to detail as head green keeper, rapidly
raised the club’s reputation throughout the County and beyond.
As a result, membership vacancies were rapidly filled, with the
Club reaching its agreed maximum capacity in October 2011.
Competitions
Wheatley Golf Club has always been fiercely enthusiastic
about the provision and the administration of competitive golf.
Apart from its ongoing membership of the Sheffield Union
and the club matches associated with this organisation, the
Club retained its regular Danum Cup commitments with the
3 Doncaster clubs; these continued to attract the best of
players and a lot of support. In addition, the Club continued to
encourage and support internal competitions.

The Heather Beds Edging The First Tee
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These ranged from monthly medals through to single, better
ball and team competitions for the club’s major and long
established trophies. In addition, over the years, the everpopular Captain’s Day Competition had provided an excellent
vehicle for a first class day out for all the club members –
gentlemen, ladies and juniors alike. In 2013, the competition,
a Texas Scramble, was particularly well supported.

In 2013 the club’s Sheffield Union of Golf Clubs men’s team
won the Division 2 trophy. The team, which played first class
golf throughout, comprised 2 well established adult and 2
outstanding more junior players.

There was, however, one small and niggling flaw in the smooth
flow of competitions in that the club’s computing system
was not coping at all well. As a result in 2012 and following
a succession of errors and difficulties, a move was made to
the Intelligent Golf system. Despite some teething problems,
this proved to be a most effective transfer with even the non
computer literate members coping well with the revised format.

The 2013 Sheffield Union Division 2 Team. Left to Right, Steve
Brennan, Guy Winstanley, Wayne Goddard (Club Captain 2013) Kealan
Lowe and Martin Haddock. (Photograph Wayne Goddard)

The Captain’s Team 2013 Moira Crellin (Ladies’ Captain), Steve
Mosby (Vice-Captain), Wayne Goddard (Captain) and Steve Fox (Club
Professional) (Photograph Wayne Goddard)

Martin Haddock, Guy Winstanley and Steve Brennan
(Photograph Wayne Goddard)

The Captain’s Day Winning Team 2013: Peter Huddart, John Croft, Nick
Desourdy and Steve Gardner (Photograph Wayne Goddard)

The Team At The Presentation of the Second Division
Championship Prizes
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Members

Apart from the enormously significant achievement of winning
the Sheffield Union Second Division Championship in 2013,
the Club was also very pleased to see 2 of its most significant
junior players Ruairi and Kealan Lowe take prizes for winning
their own major competitions. Ruairi won the Under 14
Championship with a very commendable gross score of 76;
his elder brother Kealan returned a gross 71 to win the Sheffield
Union Junior Championship.

It was in July 2013 that past Captain John Dewsnap enjoyed
holing in one twice on consecutive days. On Friday the 12th
and Saturday 13th, John holed out his tee shot on the 6th hole.
On the first occasion, he used an 8 iron and on the second
a 9 iron. Inevitably, John was both surprised and delighted
with his achievements in internal competitions. These ranged
from monthly medals through to single, better ball and team
competitions for the club’s major and long established trophies.
In addition, over the years, the ever-popular Captain’s Day
Competition had provided an excellent vehicle for a first class
day out for all the club members – gentlemen, ladies and
juniors alike. In 2013, the competition, a Texas Scramble, was
particularly well supported.
There was, however, one small and niggling flaw in the smooth
flow of competitions in that the club’s computing system
was not coping at all well. As a result in 2012 and following
a succession of errors and difficulties, a move was made to
the Intelligent Golf system. Despite some teething problems,
this proved to be a most effective transfer with even the non
computer literate members coping well with the revised format.

Ruairi And Kealan Lowe At The Sheffield Union Presentations In 2013

Steve Brennan And The Sheffield Union President

John Dewsnap Celebrating His Two Holes In One
(Photograph Wayne Goddard)
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Charity Work
In the early part of the new century, the club’s executive supported by the majority of the membership, concentrated on collecting
funds for the Captains’ charities. Most recently, with well-focussed effort, both Darren Bickerstaff (2012) and Wayne Goddard
(2013) raised significant sums of money for their chosen charities. Payments into these funds came from members who mis-hit
balls into nominated bunkers/the water hazard, raffle/draw profits and direct contributions.

Wayne Goddard (Captain 2013) and Darren Bickerstaff (Captain 2012) With Their Anti-Skin Cancer Campaign (Photograph Wayne Goddard)

74

The Presentation Of A Cheque For £1770 To The Captain’s Charity, The Alzheimers’ Society, In 2013 (Photograph Wayne Goddard)
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Chapter 13

100 Years Old – The Centenary Year
Entry into the Centenary Year was celebrated with an excellent New Year’s Eve function. It was during this gathering that the
Centenary flag was raised for the first time and the Club braced itself for what was planned to be an outstanding celebration of its
history over the forthcoming 12 months.

Wayne Goddard (Captain 2013) and Darren Bickerstaff (Captain 2012) With Their Anti-Skin Cancer
Campaign (Photograph Wayne Goddard)

The Centenary Flag Flying

The Centenary Sign On
The Professional’s Shop
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Josh Slight-Evans had been doing an excellent job since joining
the catering team in 2010; with this is mind, it was agreed that
he would take over as the club chef on a contractual basis.
Bar management was passed to Sophie Rankin, a young lady
who had provided excellent support to Margaret Young for a
considerable period of time. Robert Young finished his duties
in mid-February 2014 with Margaret handing over immediately
after the ‘Meet the Captain’ function at the end of March.
The Course

The Bag Tag and Putt
Marker Given To Every
Playing Member

In February 2014, in order to avoid damage being done
following a protracted period of very heavy rain, the course was
closed for brief periods. When it reopened a very rare buggy
and trolley ban was imposed. This was lifted 3 days later.

During its Centenary Year, the Club
benefited from significant sponsorship
donated by local companies and was
delighted to be able to acknowledge this
support by the erection of two boards
adjacent to the first tee

In late 2013 and early 2014, the Club’s installed a new irrigation
system. Funding for the project (around £240,000) was secured
through a bank loan to be repaid over a period of 10 years.

Catering and Bar Changes
In December 2013, Robert and Margaret Young advised that for
personal reasons they would be leaving the Club in early 2014.
As the provision of bar and catering services was crucial to
the club’s future, recruitment action commenced immediately.
Following considerable discussion, it was agreed that catering
would be taken back ‘in house’. Robert Young’s sous chef,

Irrigation Work On The 10th Tee
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Foundation

Initial Work On The Exterior Wall

Wiring For The New Sprinklers On The 18th

The Clubhouse
Ongoing Work

As the social centre and first point of contact for visitors, it is
considered essential that the Clubhouse is maintained to the
highest possible standards. Sadly, although always clean, by
the end of 2013 the building was showing signs both of its
age and the general wear and tear brought about by use over
time. It was therefore decided to carry out a full refurbishment.
Significant structural and fixed furnishing changes were made
over the period from January to March 2014 and a new lounge
was added. Affectionately known as the 19th hole, this addition
made a considerable difference to the space available in the
Clubhouse.

Completed Outside – Early Work Inside

The 19th Hole Base

Things Progress
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Along with the lounge development, the dining room was
updated and improved with a new carpet and wall prints.

Getting There

The New Dining Room Carpet

The Lounge Development

The New Dining Room Carpet

By 28 March 2014, the date of the 2014 Annual General
Meeting and evening before the Centenary Year captain’s
drive in and ‘meet the Captain’ functions, all the modifications
and updates were complete. The changes made a significant
difference to the internal size of the club’s seating areas. The
incoming Club Captain, Steve Mosby had completed all the
work on the Clubhouse at cost price doing an excellent job. The
costs associated with the improvements were accommodated
within the normal club income/expenditure strategy.
Centenary Year Captain’s Drive In
On Saturday 29 March 2014, the Club prepared for the
Centenary Year Captain’s Drive In. Steve Mosby, the incoming
Captain duly braced himself for the event and at 8.30am moved
out on to the first tee with his team. Pre-drive in drinks were
provided; as always, these were gratefully received by those
members playing in the competition.
The Finished Article
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Ready and Hoping

The Pre-Match Drinks Table

The Captain’s Team: Left to Right: Wayne Goddard (Captain 2013)
Chris Hobson (Vice Captain 2014) Steve Mosby (Captain 2014)
and Steve Fox (Club Professional)

Thank Heavens For That!
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Meet the Captain

The Ladies’ Captain’s Drive In

Traditionally, following on from the Captain’s Drive In
competition, the Club has celebrated the introduction of its
new leader with a ‘Meet The Captain’ function; 2014 was
no exception and an excellent and very well attended social
gathering was held during the evening. Members and guests
were introduced to the new Captain on arrival and he, in turn,
circulated throughout the evening, meeting everyone
who attended.

Unfortunately, because the date clashed with Mothering
Sunday, the Ladies’ Captain was unable to celebrate her
inauguration the same weekend as the Club Captain; therefore,
she postponed her drive-in until the following Sunday,
6 April 2014.

The Captain’s Table

Despite the enormous pressure imposed by the occasion, Val
Pickett the Centenary Captain, hit her drive straight down the
middle of the first fairway receiving a hearty round of applause
for her efforts.

The Ladies’ Captain’s 3 Ball Left to Right: Moira Crellin (Captain 2013)
Val Pickett (Centenary Year Captain)
and Chris Alton (Captain 2015)

Heart Pounding
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Going For It!

On the 24 of April a competition was held with past captains and ladies’ captains playing in teams. This was followed by a dinner in
the Clubhouse. Photographs of this gathering were taken adjacent to the 9th Green.

Past Captains and Ladies’ Captains April 2014

The President, Captain, Past Captains and Ladies’ Captains And Their Partners
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The gents’ prize was won by Alan Clark (the organizer!!). The
ladies’ prize was won by Moira Crellin – Ladies’ Captain 2013.

Alan Clark Receiving His Prize From The Captain Steve Mosby

The Marquee Interior Prior To The Commencement
Of Festivities

Pre-dinner drinks, with a welcoming champagne cocktail were
arranged for the main bar and patio, with members and guests
moving into the Marquee when dinner was called.

Moira Crellin Receiving Her Prize

The Centenary Year progressed with several ‘normal’
competitions upgraded to accommodate the 100 year
celebrations. In addition, a significant number of additional
social gatherings were held throughout the year. Perhaps
the most important of these was the Centenary Ball held
on Saturday the 5th of July. This was held in a marquee,
erected on the club car park and, being very well attended
was a great success.
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Captain’s Day 2014
The Captain’s Day competitions were held on Saturday 26
July. They took the form of a Texas Scramble and were very
well supported by the membership. The day was rounded off
by members being invited to attend an excellent prize giving
ceremony a buffet meal and discotheque in the evening.

Members and Guests Enjoying Dinner In The Marquee

The Ladies’ Winners: Alison Allsopp, Val Pickett (Ladies’ Captain), Steve
Mosby, Marilyn Mell, and Moira Crellin (Meryl Bint the 4th member was
unable to attend the presentation)

The President, Captain and Guests

Third Prize: Dave Redfern,
Graham Millett and Barry South
(4th Man Eddie Briggs).

The Captain’s Guests Including Tom Keegan, Past Captain
and Long Standing Member
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Second Prize: John Dewsnap, Tony
Alsopp, Nick Hutchinson
and Phil Malloy

The Winners:
Connor Clark, Steve Mosby(Captain), Bailey Cutts, Jamie Wilson and Ruairi Lowe

The Club continued to move towards the end of 2014 going from strength to strength throughout the year. Inevitably of course,
at times, the road was slightly rocky for the Committee but history has shown that these irritations are largely unavoidable.
For example, despite a bid for an increase in annual membership fees this was refused by the membership and the financial status
quo was maintained.
The Course continued to offer exceptionally good facilities; this, in turn, led to an increase in late autumn and winter visitors. Some
members were not over happy about this up turn but the club’s income increased significantly as a result.
Catering and bar services continued to a well above average standard and the club’s Christmas and New Year social functions
provided first class venues for the members’ enjoyment.

Members Enjoying The Welcoming Drinks
At New Year’s Eve

A Delightful Black Tie Dinner
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Followed By Welcoming The New Year
As 2015 Arrives!

Chapter 14

The Ladies and Juniors
The Ladies’ Section
The ladies’ section at Wheatley Golf Club was established back in the very early part of the last century when the Club was first
formed. From all accounts, ladies playing golf was something of a frowned upon activity at the time; nonetheless, they persevered
and, over the years, have become well established at the core of the Club.

Ladies’ Captain’s Day circa 1920 (Photograph Margaret Johnson)
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Mrs Risio Campbell and Mrs K I
Dickinson on the steps of Wheatley Hall
following the award of the Hyslop
Cup in 1927.
(Photograph Janet Crumpton,
Mrs Dickinson’s daughter)

The Faber Bowl

Throughout the club’s history, the ladies’ section has been
active in home, local and county competitions.

This trophy was presented by Colonel Faber in memory of his
wife. In the early days, it was presented to the winner of a 36
hole competition between the finalists of a match play knock
out event. In the event of a draw, a further 18 holes was played
to decide the winner. The trophy is now awarded to the winner
of a straight and slightly less onerous knock out competition.
The Arthur Thomson Trophy
This trophy was introduced as a family mixed foursome award,
known rather ominously as the ‘Family Fearsome’. Originally,
Arthur Thomson donated two cups as prizes for the lady and
gentleman winners. However, when he resigned as club
president in 1952 he decreed that the winners in his last year
of office should keep the cups. By then, the competition for
the trophies had changed to any mixed pair and the winners
in this last year were Mr C Beever and Mrs W Stowe. On his
death Mrs Beever, whose husband had been president of the
Club, returned his cup; this has now become established as
the Arthur Thomson Trophy and is presented each year to the
winning gentleman of the playing pair.

1947 Wheatley Ladies Finalists in the Yorkshire Ladies’ Handicap
Division Championship Back Row Left to Right: Elsie Tawse, Doris
Smith and Norma Sylvester Front Row: Gwen Tipping, Gladys Smith,
Marjorie Ridgeway, Pat Peck and Taffy Griffiths

The Dorothy Beever Trophy
This trophy was bought by the Ladies’ Committee to mark the
death of Mrs Dorothy Beever who had been ladies’ captain. The
competition for this trophy was played in the same format as
the Faber Bowl except that in the event of a halved match after
18 holes, play continued in sudden death format.

Apart from their normal social golf, the ladies at Wheatley
play in competitions and club matches that parallel those of
their male counterparts. The number of trophies available to
them has increased over the years and these are now firmly
ensconced within the club’s competition fixture list.

The Kath Archer Trophy

The Hyslop Cup

This shield was made by David Jones to commemorate the
sudden death of Mrs Kath Archer who, at the time of her
untimely demise, had barely started her period of tenure as
ladies’ captain. Mrs W Swinton, her vice-captain at the time,
took over the captaincy and remained in the position throughout
that and the following year. As Mrs Archer was a high handicap
player, it was felt that she would approve a competition
involving partnerships between a high and a low handicapper.

This was presented by a Mr Hyslop who came to Doncaster to
set himself up as a wholesale draper’s merchant in Hallgate. Mr
Hyslop was vice-president of the Club for many years and was
directly involved in the move from Wheatley Park to Armthorpe
Road. The cup was originally presented to the winner of the
annual ladies’ medals’ final competition.
The Butler Cup

Interestingly, the ladies section and its contribution to the
Club has not always been on such an even keel as it is today.
Browsing through the minutes of ladies’ committee meetings,
apparently held in the early years in the Lyceum Café, exposes
some very interesting facts.

As the title suggests, this trophy was presented by Arthur ‘Alf’
Butler head of stores at the British Railway Works and one
of the founder members of the Club. Originally, this trophy
was awarded to the winners of the ladies’ monthly bogey
competition.
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For example, the first obvious record of the ever-contentious
dress for ladies on the course was highlighted in June 1925
when the Ladies’ Committee advised that ‘Ladies are not
allowed on the course in walking shoes but must wear golf
shoes with square heels’. On the same date, the Ladies made
a plea for a curtain between the Ladies’ Room and the locker
room on ‘account of the draught’. However, all was not bad;
for example, the Ladies were allowed taxis to away matches
with their section paying half the fare cost.
Dress continued to be a contentious matter and it was not
until 1978 that, in reaction to a request from a lady member
querying the wearing of shorts on the course by ladies, that
they submitted a plea to the professional to ‘obtain suitable
shorts, and hose, for them to consider their suitability’. Things
improved with a ladies fashion show of golf wear by ‘Birdie
Two’ in November 1981. Remarkably, it was in the same month
that permission was officially sought for the ladies to use the
Club Committee Room for their committee meetings.

Olga Jinks Driving When Playing With Jack Cowan (Club Professional)
On The Left (Photograph Alison Allsopp)

On the competition front, the ladies could always muster a
team to play in both club, local and county competitions.

Joyce Cowan, Ellen Hall, Edna Wardle and Olga Jinks Relaxing
Before Their Round

Ladies’ Captain’s Day 1993
Left to Right Rear: Moira Crellin, Gwen Sansome, Margaret Johnson,
Cynthia Porter, Joyce Cowan
Front: Margaret Flasby, Audrey Sutcliffe, Betty Stephenson,Val Pickett
(Photograph Margaret Johnson)

Olga Jinks joined the Club as a junior in 1946 when the fees
were 10 shillings and sixpence a year! She later graduated to
the ladies’ section as an 18 year old. At that stage, her annual
fees were raised to 4 guineas.
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The Juniors’ Contribution

In addition to those trophies noted above, the Yellow Ball
Competition, played annually in February, has become
increasingly popular over the years. This, ladies’ competition,
which had always been well supported has moved from
strength to strength. Involving as it does teams of one lady
and 3 gentlemen, the competition requires each member of
the team to play with a yellow ball 4 times in a round. That
yellow ball score is one of the 2 recorded on each hole; the
other being the best of the 3 remaining scores in the 4 ball.
The last 2 holes are played in a Texas scramble format. Apart
from providing a delightfully relaxed day, the competition and
associated evening function offer the first real opportunity each
year for members to get back into competitive golf and its
social benefits.

The club’s junior policy developed extensively during the
90s with Fred Sumner at the helm. Junior scholarships
were introduced and consideration was given to building a
Par 3 course on the practice area for the use by the club’s
youngsters. This latter initiative was eventually shelved but
demonstrates just how important junior policy making was
considered to be at the time.
The Juniors’ Section
Fred Sumner a long established member, now sadly deceased,
was an unstinting supporter of the club’s juniors’ section. His
quite remarkable efforts on behalf of the youngsters received
recognition with the presentation of the Henry Cotton Award for
services to junior golf. This was presented to him at Wentworth
Golf Club.

Sadly, the competition became a victim of its own success
in 2003 with numbers wishing to both play and attend the
evening function increasing beyond that which could be
safely handled either on the course or the Clubhouse. After
considerable discussion it was agreed that numbers should be
limited to 170. With this arrangement in force, the competition
remained popular as ever it had been. In 2005, the total number
allowed to play was further reduced to 150; this enabled much
smoother administration throughout the day.

Wheatley Golf Club has had a comprehensive juniors’
programme for many years. This has resulted in a development
programme that is second to none in South Yorkshire. Indeed,
the majority of the club’s exceptional golfers over the years
started in the junior ranks. This applied to both young men
and young ladies.
In another very sensible policy move, Jake Hunt, the
professional at Wilmington, the club in Carolina with which our
juniors played a bi-annual competition was offered honorary
house membership of Wheatley Golf Club for the duration
of his visits to the United Kingdom.

Yellow Ball winners 2003. Left to right: Steve Fox (Club Professional),
Helen Bendelow (Team Captain), Mike Butler (Club Captain 2003) and
Bob Bruno (Honorary Secretary 2003)

The Lads and Lasses For the 2003 Exchange Visit from Wilmington
(Extreme left rear Jake Hunt - American Professional/Extreme right rear
Roger Hobson - Wheatley Juniors’ Organiser)
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The Junior/Senior

Junior/Senior Players and Officials 2006 left to right Steve Fox
(Professional), Adam Green, Derek Smith, Tony Bellas (Captain),
Ian Jones, Danny Jones, Paul Cole (Referee) (Photograph Ian Jones)

Danny Jones Junior Senior 2007 (Photograph Ian Jones)

Over the years Wheatley Golf Club Juniors’ Section has
provided a constant flow of excellent golfers. Some of these
have turned professional, some have received other accolades
and many have become role models for the club’s new young
men and women within the amateur ranks.

Junior/Senior Players and Officials 2007 left to right Steve Fox
(Professional), Richard Mell, Andy Hibbard, Philip Poppleton (Captain)
Danny Jones, Ian Jones, Trevor Callender (Juniors’ Organiser &
Referee)(Photograph Ian Jones)
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Honours Achieved By Some Wheatley Players Who Started
As Juniors At The Club

NAME

INTERNATIONALS

ADMINISTRATORS

Ian Garbutt

England Boys and Youths

Kerry Haigh

England Boys and Youths

Steve Shaw

England Boys

Gary Pearce

England Boys

Dave Lawrence

England Schoolboys

Steven Carr

England Schoolboys

Kerry Haigh

England Schoolboys / England Universities

David Bullock

England Schoolboys / England Universities

Martin Haddock

England Universities

Darren Bray

England Police

Rebecca Hudson

England Girls - Ladies Curtis Cup

Ian Garbutt

England Amateur Champion At 18 years

In addition, several of the juniors have qualified for the golf
foundation ‘Gold’ award on rules and etiquette. The latest
include:
Nick Huby
Richard Allen
Peter Rothery
Ben McAllister
Ross Mckecknie

PROFESSIONALS
Ian Garbutt

European Tour

Graham Bailey

Doncaster Town Moor/Doncaster GC

Steve Shaw

Doncaster Town Moor

Darren Bird

Continental Teaching Professional

Billy Bremner

Continental Teaching Professional

Graham Thompson

Cocksford GC

Graham Davison

Horsehay GC

David Jagger

Hull GC

Kevin Pearce

Thornhurst GC

Martin Ryles

Thornhurst GC

Tony Johnson

Bedale GC

Lyall Jardine

Doncaster Golf Range Ltd

David Lawrence

Hippo Tour

Rebecca Hudson

European Tour

Ben McAllister

Boothferry GC

Ross Mckechnie

Wheatley

Aaron Hodkin

Wheatley

Whilst the above lists are not exhaustive they show clearly the
contribution made by the club’s younger element in the late
1990s and the early part of the new century.
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Chapter 15

From Juniors To The Stars
As noted earlier, the Club has had the good fortune to have
several of its younger players move into golf as a profession.
The majority of these youngsters have gone into the club
professional/golf teaching role and most have done very well.
Two of our juniors, Rebecca Hudson and Ian Garbutt took the
more difficult path of trying to establish themselves as playing/
tournament professionals. Both did exceptionally well initially.
Rebecca continues as a player on the European Tour and Ian
has moved into professional golf management.
Rebecca’s interest in golf was initially sparked by her mother
Mary (Wheatley Ladies’ Captain in 1996) for whom she caddied
when she was 12 years of age - she started to play when she
was 13 joining Wheatley Golf Club at age 14 with a handicap of
36.
Both her parents encouraged her throughout her early
development and it soon became clear both to them and her
that she had considerable potential as a golfer. This potential
was first realised when she won the Golf Foundation Weetabix
Age Group Championship as a 13 year old; remarkably, she
won that championship at every age level.
Her ambitions at this stage in her career were to play in
the Curtis Cup be a successful professional. Although such
ambitions are never easy to achieve, Rebecca seemingly
shrugged off all difficulties and progressively moved from
strength to strength in the game. In 1995, she won the Daily
Telegraph Girl Golfer of the Year award, receiving national
acclaim. In the same year, she broke the ladies’ record at
Wheatley by no fewer than 10 strokes, going on to win the
English Girls Championship at Porters Park.

Rebecca In 1996 (Photograph Mary Hudson)

It was in 1995 that Rebecca Hudson’s performance really came
to the fore. In that year, she played 3 times for the County;
became the youngest ever ‘woman’ (she was just 16 at the
time) to win the Yorkshire Ladies’ title; won the English Girls’
title; was a semi-finalist in the British Girls’ Open; captained the
English Girls’ Team against Scotland (the team won!); led the
Wheatley ladies to victory in the Darley Trophy; led the juniors
to victory in the Danum Cup and won the Daily Express Girls’
Championship. Rebecca was offered honorary membership
of the Club in October 1995.
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In 2000, Rebecca had a particularly spectacular year. In March
she won her first major title, the Spanish Ladies’ Championship
and, in April she won the Scottish Open. She won her Curtis
Cup match in June and, in July, she took the English Stroke
Play Trophy along with the under 21 and under 23 titles. In
August of that year, she won Ladies’ British Open Stroke Play
Championship. Seemingly unaffected by such success she also
won the Canon Under 21 European Championship at Royal St
Georges.
Rebecca eventually turned professional in 2002 and, since then
has won a number of tournaments and has been in the top 10
places in most. In 2006, she had a particularly successful year.
In South Africa, she won the ACER South African Women’s
Open, was placed 2nd in 2 other championships and was 5th in
the Nedbank Women’s Masters. On the European Tour in the
same year, she won the OTP Bank Ladies’ Central European
Open and had 5 other top 10 finishes.

Rebecca Hudson as a Junior Receiving the Yorkshire Ladies’ Trophy
from Margaret Johnson (Photograph Margaret Johnson)

She soon captained the England girls’ team and at age 17, she
moved up to earn her first full international cap in the England
Ladies’ full team. She then won her Outstanding Young
Sporting Personality in Yorkshire under the Yorkshire Achiever
scheme.
In 1996, with her handicap now down to 2, Rebecca again won
the English Girls’ Championship. In 1997 and now playing off
+3, she won the Yorkshire Ladies Golf Championship for the
second time at Fulford, became French Junior Champion and
a member of the GB and Ireland Vagliano Cup team. She also
won the Daily Telegraph/Center Parcs Junior Championship for
a record third time.

Rebecca Yorkshire
Ladies Champion 1997

Rebecca With The Central
European Trophy

When Ian Garbutt joined the Club in 1984 as a 12 year old
junior, it soon became very clear that he had a talent way above
most lads of his age. He had started playing golf when he was
8 years old and by the time he had reached his 12th birthday
he was playing off a 24 handicap. Just 4 years later, he had got
himself down to scratch. During the next 4 years, his game
progressed to the point where, uniquely, he represented his
country at boys’, junior, youth and senior level. He also won
the English Amateur Championship in 1990 aged just 18. This
made him the second youngest player behind Nick Faldo to win
this particular trophy.

With The Daily Telegraph /
Center Parcs Trophy
(Photographs Mary Hudson)
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The Doncaster Crest
Presented to Ian

At the time, Ian’s stated ambition was to secure his place in
the English team in order to defend the Walker Cup against the
United States at Portmarnock in 1991. In the event, he was
appointed first reserve.
Ian turned professional in 1993 but, unfortunately, lost his
player’s card at the end of that season. However, his diligence,
skill and application enabled him to win the Challenge Tour and
rejoin the main European Tour in 1997 at age 24.
In 1999 whilst playing in the Turespana Masters at the Prador
course on the Costa Del Sol, Ian had his two career best rounds
both with a score of 67.

Ian With The English Amateur Championship Trophy 1990
(Photograph EGU Year Book)

Ian Celebrating His Win With Geoff Gill (Club Captain) and The Mayor of
Doncaster Councillor John Meredith (Photograph Doncaster Free Press)

Ian At the Turespana Masters (Photograph Wheatley Golf Club)
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golf course. Over the years he has represented the Sheffield
Union and has won the Inter-District Team Championships with
them on several occasions. He also won the Sheffield Amateur
Championship, played around Lindrick, beating Graham Clark
(now an established professional golfer) in the final. In all, Steve
won 7 Yorkshire Order of Merit events and 3 Yorkshire Order
of Merit titles outright. He also won the Lancashire Formby
Hare competition by shooting 6 under par in four, 36 hole
events and breaking the course record. Inevitably, having
represented the County 38 times, Steve received his Yorkshire
County Colours. He also managed to put down his marker
in several national championships; for example, having played
in the competition 3 times, he managed to reach the semi-final
of the British Mid Amateur Championships at the Royal
Liverpool Club – on this occasion, he was beaten on the
18th hole. Typically, Steve is perhaps most proud of his
achievements within the Wheatley orbit. For example,
in his view, one of his most memorable victories was his
winning of the Prince William Trophy with Margaret Flasby.
On this occasion, he carded a gross 67 (Nett 63.5) and won
by half a shot.

In the same year, Ian hit himself into fifth place in the ‘greens
hit’ rankings after showing impressive form across the board.
He also had two top-ten finishes, one of these in the Dutch
Open. He went on to finish 51st in the European Tour Order of
Merit – a massive achievement.
Other Stars
Over the years, there have been several others who have
made their golfing names at Wheatley Golf Club; however,
two of these young men, Martin Haddock and Steve Brennan
stand out as totally dedicated amateurs who have reached the
highest levels in their sport and have made much more than a
significant contribution to the club’s ‘Hall of Fame’.
Martin first joined the Club back in February 1981. Encouraged
by his father, Frank, his golf progressed rapidly and he
was soon playing the sport at a representative level. His
achievements since his early entry to the game are truly
remarkable. In 1982 he was Yorkshire Schoolboy Champion.
Later, in 1995 and 2004 he became the Sheffield Amateur
Champion. Not content with these successes, he moved on
to become the Sheffield Open Amateur Champion in 1999
– remarkably, he managed to win the Sheffield Strokeplay
Champion’s award in the same year. Since becoming the
Sheffield Amateur Champion, Martin has been the Sheffield
Union of Golf Clubs’ Player of the Year on no fewer than four
occasions. In addition to his individual golfing prowess over
the years, Martin has also accomplished much in terms of
representative honours. For example, from 1982 – 1987 he
represented the Yorkshire Colts. Later, from 1987 – 1989 he
did the same for the English Universities. From 1992 to 1998
he represented Yorkshire nationwide and from 1990 until 2008,
he was a constant feature in the Sheffield Union of Golf Clubs’
team. Less widely known but of tremendous importance,
Martin is one of just five players to receive 100 playing ‘caps’ in
the 103 year history of the Sheffield Union. Martin continues to
demonstrate his smooth swing and great skill on the Wheatley
course on a regular basis.

Steve also played in 5 regional qualifiers for the Open
Championship, making the final on no fewer than 3 occasions.

Martin Haddock and Steve Brennan At The 2013 Yorkshire Union
Division 2 Championships (Photograph Wayne Goddard)

The other outstanding amateur who started his playing career
as a junior in February 1982 having been ‘poached’ from Town
Moor Golf Club by Martin Haddock’s father, is Steve Brennan.
Like Martin, Steve has represented the Club, the County and
the Sheffield Union of Golf Clubs as a regular team member
but it is his achievements over time that are truly remarkable.
At the tender age of 13 years, he won the Doncaster Future
Masters trophy by shooting an outstanding 81 around Crookhill

There is no doubt that the Club owes Martin Haddock and
Steve Brennan a huge vote of thanks for their unwavering
support and tremendous golfing skills over the years.
Fortunately, and to the credit of the Club and its junior policy
that there are several youngsters in the wings wanting to
support and, eventually, take over the lead positions.
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Club Captains
1915 - 2014

DATE

NAME

1915

W L Cole

1940

A B Leam

1965

J W Cowan

1990

G Gill

1916

W L Cole

1941

R W Craven

1966

E J Yarr

1991

A R Williamson

1917

M J Sharp

1942

H S Essenhigh

1967

R H Hay

1992

D Bowker

1918

C Craven

1943

A E Smith

1968

A E Smith

1993

C P Farnon

1919

J M R Kain

1944

C Beever

1969

S Allanson

1994

D D Jones

1920

J M R Kain

1945

W Naylor

1970

J R Smith

1995

G C Saddler

1921

M J Palnt

1946

T J Dannhorn

1971

W E Lockwood

1996

J Cross

1922

H W Stiles

1947

G P Wood

1972

J H Warnock

1997

D C Barnes

1923

H W Stiles

1948

L R Farrow

1973

T S Keegan

1998

S Ibbotson

1924

W Watt

1949

R F Sleaford

1974

J W Harris

1999

A Clark

1925

R Myslop

1950

M W Ridgeway

1975

T A D Crumpton

2000

L Sheffield

1926

G P Bone

1951

N Darke

1976

D Elliot

2001

W E Cooke

1927

W G C Maw

1952

W F Parkes

1977

J H Wardle

2002

M Sykes

1928

H A Butler

1953

P Wrigglesworth

1978

K W Percival

2003

M A Butler

1929

A W R Taylor

1954

W Wedd

1979

K Pitts

2004

T D Burdock

1930

A Thompson

1955

R V Taylor

1980

J E Wilkinson

2005

A Greenwood

1931

A Thompson

1956

J M Miller

1981

C H Blount

2006

A Bellas

1932

A Thompson

1957

F H Boland

1982

C D R Sherwin

2007

P Poppleton

1933

A Thompson

1958

H Wooldridge

1983

G O Cawkwell

2008

D Smith

1934

A Thompson

1959

H R Wormald

1984

R D Brunton

2009

K Smethurst

1935

A Thompson

1960

M D Peart

1985

D Weston

2010

R Hobson

1936

R Sleight

1961

T Halsall

1986

A D Johnson

2011

J G Dewsnap

1937

J C Aston

1962

B Legard

1987

P J Carr

2012

D Bickerstaff

1938

J McConnell

1963

K G Pickering

1988

R Uttley

2013

W Goddard

1939

L W Wildgoose

1964

S Aitkes

1989

G Cowell

2014

S Mosby
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Ladies’ Captains
1920 - 2014

DATE

NAME

1915

N/A

1916

N/A

1917

N/A

1918

N/A

1919

N/A

1920

Miss K Burnett /
Miss M Dawson

1921

Miss E Day / Mrs
L Whittaker

1922

Mrs L Whittaker

1923

Mrs Essenhigh

1924

Mrs B Horberry

1925

Miss M Dawson

1926

Mrs W Watt / Mrs
J Foster

1927

1940

C J Tipping

1965

M Kirkham

1990

M Johnson

1941

G J Wright

1966

J T Lees

1991

W Farey

1942

W Naylor

1967

J Cowan

1992

A Bowden

1943

A W Saunders

1968

Miss M Fielder

1993

M Johnson

1944

B Heponstall

1969

Mrs J Flasby

1994

G Edwards

1945

C Beever

1970

Mrs L Plumtree

1995

Miss V Pickett

1946

Miss E Holmes

1971

J Swinton

1996

A Bentham

1947

H W Ridgeway

1972

M M Thieme

1997

M Hudson

1948

F F Peake

1973

A W Saunders

1998

J Gwilliam

1949

Miss M Fielder

1974

S E Wilson

1999

C Dewsnap

1950

S Acaster

1975

K Archer

2000

V Duffield

1951

E Atree

1976

M Spires

2001

N Davis

Miss R Campbell

1952

Miss M Smith

1977

E Wright

2002

M Gambles

1928

Miss N Kain

1953

F Boland

1978

V Jones

2003

M Mell

1929

Mrs C Dukes

1954

G Shepherd

1979

E M Bond

2004

B I Morton

1930

Miss E Holmes

1955

J Beardshell

1980

V Blount

2005

P Smith

1931

Miss K Dickinson

1956

F Meanwell

1981

J Sherwin

2006

J Dixon

1932

Miss D Smith

1957

Miss M Sherwin

1982

J P Webster

2007

L Smethurst

1933

Miss Sutcliffe

1958

Miss A L Poppleton

1983

O Evans

2008

K Houseman

1934

R W Craven

1959

Miss M Dawson

1984

J Brooks

2009

V Summer

1935

Miss E M Treacy

1960

M Clark

1985

A Burley

2010

V Summer

1936

E P Morris

1961

B Lockwood

1986

M Hudson

2011

S C Ibbotson

1937

Miss A Moorhouse

1962

M Scarborough

1987

M R Flasby

2012

L Wood

1938

Miss J L M Mitchell

1963

E W Jinks

1988

B Stephenson

2013

Y M Crellin

1939

W H Orme

1964

L Plumtree

1989

M Spires

2014

V Pickett
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Club Presidents
1915 - 2014

DATE

NAME

1915

N/A

1940

A Thompson

1965

C Beever

1990

C Beever

1916

N/A

1941

A Thompson

1966

C Beever

1991

T Keegan

1917

N/A

1942

A Thompson

1967

C Beever

1992

T Keegan

1918

N/A

1943

A Thompson

1968

C Beever

1993

K Percival

1919

N/A

1944

A Thompson

1969

C Beever

1994

K Percival

1920

N/A

1945

A Thompson

1970

C Beever

1995

C Blount

1921

N/A

1946

A Thompson

1971

C Beever

1996

C Blount

1922

N/A

1947

A Thompson

1972

C Beever

1997

J F Wilkinson

1923

N/A

1948

A Thompson

1973

C Beever

1998

J F Wilkinson

1924

N/A

1949

A Thompson

1974

C Beever

1999

D Bowker

1925

N/A

1950

A Thompson

1975

C Beever

2000

D Bowker

1926

N/A

1951

A Thompson

1976

C Beever

2001

C P Farnon

1927

N/A

1952

A Thompson

1977

C Beever

2002

C P Farnon

1928

N/A

1953

A Thompson

1978

C Beever

2003

J Cross

1929

N/A

1954

A Thompson

1979

C Beever

2004

J Cross

1930

N/A

1955

A Thompson

1980

C Beever

2005

J R Smith

1931

N/A

1956

A Thompson

1981

C Beever

2006

J R Smith

1932

N/A

1957

A Thompson

1982

C Beever

2007

T D Burdock

1933

N/A

1958

N/A

1983

C Beever

2008

S Ibbotson

1934

N/A

1959

N/A

1984

C Beever

2009

S Ibbotson

1935

N/A

1960

N/A

1985

C Beever

2010

M Hardy

1936

A Thompson

1961

N/A

1986

C Beever

2011

M Hardy

1937

A Thompson

1962

N/A

1987

C Beever

2012

M Hardy

1938

A Thompson

1963

N/A

1988

C Beever

2013

C Head

1939

A Thompson

1964

N/A

1989

C Beever

2014

C Head
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THE FIRST 100 YEARS
BY MIKE

BUTLER

